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We have the pleasure to present ourreaders with |factured from iron, steel, copper, brass, pewter, 
a SUPPLEMENT of eight pages to the present/lead or tin, or of which these metals, or either of 
number, by which we have been enabled to dis+/them, is the material of chief value, china ware, 
pose of a large quantity of jnteresting matter. earthen ware, stone ware, musical instruments, hats, 
—- caps and bonnets of all kinds, umbrellas and para- 
The states. It is notto be expected that we can| sols, dressed or tanned skins, cabinet wares, leather 
first convey to the people of a state the messages/and all manufactures of wood or leather, or of which 
and speeches, &c. of their own governors. But so/ leather is the article of chief value, paper, of every 
far as these things belong to what may be called/ description, and all articles of the above description 
a history of the proceedings of a state, they be-|in part manufactured, printed books, cork, gold- 
come matters for record and reference. Hence we} leaf, ‘ 
have always been careful to preserve them, and an| A blank is left for the insertion of other articles, 
opening now presenting itself, we have given place | On goods of American manufacture, the duty is to 
to two such articles on hand in the order injbe one percent. On all goods not enumerated, at 
which the states are commonly classed, and shall) the rate of two per cent. 
dispose ofthe rest as fast as we can. United Sta:es bunk ys. the state of Ohio. We no- 
Congress. We hear very loud encomiums onjticed in our last, the discharge of Harper and Orr 
the speech delivered by Mr. Pinkney, in the senate | for the reason that they had been illegally arreste«! 
of the United: States, on Friday and Monday last.|On Tiiursday last, says the Chillicothe Supporter of 
No doubt, he has said all that can be said against the ;the 12th inst. “Mr. Greer moved the circuit court 
imposition of restrictions on Missouri, and with ajfor a rule on the defendant and John L. Harper, 
owerful and magnificent oratory rarely equalled,|to shew cause on Vesterday, why they should noi be 
and. hardly to be excelled. Every part of the se jattached, for contempt of court, in disobeying the 
nate chamber, not immediately occupied by the {injunction granted in this case at the Sept. term last. 
members, was filled with auditors—ladies, and mem-| Yesterday, J. C. Wright, esq. read the affidavits of 
bers of the house of representatives and citizens.| Osborn and Harper in answer to the rule, and pro- 
We stand prepared to give some of the chief speech-| ceeded in a brief view of the transaction, to vindi- 
es on this subject an insertion,—as soon as they}cate the conduct of these officers in their proceed- 
reach us. . ings. After he had closed, at the suggestion of the 
Prompt payment of duties, It is noticed in the|plaintiff’s counsel, and by consent on the other side, 
proceedings of the house of representatives, of the |the further argument was postponed until this day.” 
19th inst. that Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on| Forei:n news. We are still without information 
manufactures, reported a bill for regulating the pav-|from Europe of later dates than those given in the 
ment of duties on merchandise imported and for|Reeister of the Ist inst. 
other purposes. The first section of the billis as} Gsnerat Purwam.—The last volume of the «Port 
follows: Folio’ is enriched with a fine engraving of this ve. 
That, from and after the day of teran, from an original picture by Trumbull. We 
next, the duties laid on all goods, wares, and mer-|were truly gratified with the opportunity afforded 











chandise, imported into the United States, except 
dying drugs, and materials for composing dyes, gum 
arabic, gum senegal, and all articles used solely for 
medicinal purposes, cassia, cinnamon, cloves, cho- 
colate, cocoa, coffee, indigo, mace, molasses nut- 
megs, pepper, pimento, salt, ochre, sugar, tea, 

shall be paid before a permit shall be grant- 
ed for landing the same, excepting such goods, 
wares and merchandise, as may in the manner here- 
inafter mentioned, be entered for exportation, , or 
deposited in store houses. 

The rest of the bill, which isa long one, makes 
provision for drawback en exportation, the storage 
of goods, &c. 

Auctions.—The bill reported by the committee 
on manufactures, for Jaying duties on sales at auc- 
tions, is very long, and apparently drawn up with 
great care.’ {It seems to us that, if passed, it will 
effectually prevent those forced sales so heavil 
complained of by, and so detrimental to, all regular 
traders, as well as manufacturers. The tax is rated 
at ten per cent. on sales at auction of the following 
articles, except sold on execution, distress, or in 
consequence of a bankruptcy, &c.—vi«: on woolen, 
cotton, and linen manufactures of all descriptions, 
er of which wool; flax or sotton, or either, is the 
material of chief value, glass, of all kinds, iron, steel, 

hemp, cordage, tarred or untarred, twine, silks, 


to examine the features of this remarkable man, and 
admitting the likeness to be a correct one, few ever 
had a more honest front than he. It happily accords 
with the idea that we entertained of his character. 





REPUBLICAN MANNERS.—A gentleman, who lately 
visited the Atheneum at Boston, told us, that he saw 
a book there, on the title page of which was written 
these words, by the hand of Mr. Jefferson— 


“From Thomas Jefferson to his friend John Adams.” 


Now, to my way of thinking, all the flowers of 
rhetoric might be culled, and yet be wanting of the 
“sublime and beautiful” that irresistably attaches 
itself to this little sentence —“Thomas Jefferson to 
his friend John Adams.” It affords a practical re- 
sult of our glorious system of government, more 
“precious than rubies.” It is a diamond of the 


y|finest water, which the republican should hug to 


his bosom as a rich legacy to his children and his 
children’s children “to the thousandth generation’’ 
—an evidence in favor of the simplicity of the truth 


never to be parted with, while the mighty Missis- 


sippi rolls her floods to the ocean! It is worthy of 
the best days of Greek or Roman history; and there 
is, doubtless, a sincerity in it that Greece or Rone 
hardly knew to exist between men so illustrious. 
rhe time has passed away in which either of ‘hose 








nankeens, ready-made clothing, all articles manu- 
Vor. XV. 25. 








venerable men can be regarded as at the head of a 
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party in the state, however much they were once 
opposed. They are preparing “for another and a 
better world;” but, like the patriarchs of old, with 
joyous hearts, survey the rich fruits of indepen- 
dence, planted by their toil and nurtured by 
their care. Passion has long ceased to influence 
either; oblivion has passed over their political dif- 
ferences of opinion; ancient friendships are renew- 
ed, and a spirit of harmony and reciprocal esteem 
prevails in each bosom. 

What a magnificent sentence—“from Thomas 
Jefferson to his friend John Adams!” Let us con- 
sider how great a space those men have filled in 
the world. Each has been the rallying point of 
simultaneously contending parties—each filled the 
highest office in the gift of the only free people 
existing, to relieve the sombre despotism of the ci- 
vilized world. Each has lived to see his early vows 
to the republic fulfilled; and their present good 
understanding affords ‘us a delightful proof of the 
inestimable aphorism, that ‘a difference of opinion 
is not a difference of prineiple.” 

Whatare now John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, 
so recently the leading politicians of the day, the 
heads of mighty parties?—private citizens, wholly 
abstracted from the bustle of the times, and leaning 
on their good intentions, like Jacob on his staff, to 
offer up thanksgivings to the Most High for the 
benefits which He has been pleased to bestow upon 
their beloved country! Neither holds a court, or 
is courted with sinister views; for it is well under. 
stood that both have retired from the influence that 
might have attached itself to them;—but the trace 
of their footsteps are as blessed by a grateful peo- 
pie, and a good old age has come upon them in peace! 

May we imitate the plainness and sincerity of this 
little sentence! What could ten thousand high- 
sounding titles add to the reputation, or contribute 
to the internal satisfaction of these sages’ Yet we 
practice them, and there are hundreds of little thigys 
among us, creatures of the moment—-here to-day 
and gone to-morrow and forgotten, who feel insult- 
ed if they are not called of men honoradle, written 
at full length, asif the title made them so. I believe 
I never wrote this word, as prefixed to a man’s name, 
but once, and think that, while I preserve my reason 
and sense of moral honesty, I never will write it 
agaip, to a feHow citizen. 

It would not do any harmif there was much more 
of this magnificent simplicity at the seat of govern- 
ment, where comfort is often sacrificed to form, and 
chilling etiquette keeps back from those in office 
the very persons that they ought to have familiar 
éommunication with. It is the yeomanry of the 
country, who are to carry to the chiefs of the go- 
vernment, the feelings and wishes of the nation; 
but they are frozen by the ceremony of their intro- 
duction to men in power—congressmen and others. 
It is hateful even to some who seemingly exact it— 
because i¢ is “the rule.’ Why not abrogate the rule, 
and, while impertinent intrusion is kept at a dis- 
tance, receive honest worth on the level, as man 
should receive man? A little anecdote, which I 
have recently heard, may illustrate this remark—a 
certain gentleman, who now isa quaker, orat least 
conforms to many of their manners, 2 veteran of the 
revolution, and one of Mr. Monroe’s earliest friends, 
having business at Washington, was specially sent 
for by the president who had not seen him for more 
than forty years. The old man went to the presi- 
dent’s house, he was met in tlie hall by the servants, 
who separately asked him for his cane, his cost and 
his hat. The latter be woud not part with, and it 
was intimated te him that he could not go into the 


|president’s room unless he dispossessed himself of 


it; but he observed, «if he could’nt go in, he could go 
out,’ and began to prepare for his departure. Then 
it was said, he might go in with his hat on, if he 
was willing to risk it! He was willing, and entered, 
and was received by the president as’a true friend 
ought to be received; and they had a very inte- 
resting interview, grateful to one another. How 
much pleasure was nearly denied to Mr. Monroe 
for a matter of form!—for, if the sturdy old repub- 
lican had once left the house, they never could 
have prevailed upon him to enter it again! 

All mere ceremonies are easy, and, even in mat- 
ters of the highest import, become mechanical to 
those accustomed to perform them daily—iut 
are always irksome to those who never went through 
them—nor do they form any part of our habits of 
thinking and acting, as conformable to the nature 
of our institutions. I am apprehensive that they 
are on the increase, though well cc-:vinced that they 
are not desired by the president himself, and others, 
that I could name. But they are fashionable; and 
it is easier to correct a positive vice than to do away 
an idle fashion. This fashion keeps no one from the 
presence of influential persons who has sinister de- 
signs to accomplish, but checks the warm flow of 
the blood with which an honest farmer or mechanic 
would meet his own elected rulers, and prevents 
that freedom of discussion by which truth is mani- 
fested. Let us all endeavor to imitate the simpli- 
city and frankness of Jefterson—under this solemn 
assurance, that the further we are removed from 
this plainness, the greater is the danger of desp%t- 
ism. Iam very far from being an enemy to what 
are called the elegancies of life, and am quite will- 
ing’ that, ifa couple of dancing masters meet, they 
should bow to each other, “according to rule,” for 
half an hour before they approached near enough 
to touch the tip of each other’s finger, asthe sign of 
shaking hands! Let those enjoy it who can, and 
practice it who may—but it is not the manner in 
which sincerity is shewn, er good fellowship pro- 
moted. The homage of the heart, such as the re. 
publican will feel in reading the tet of this article, is 
worth more than all the forms of etiquette ever de- 
vised. It is as a rockin the midst of the sea—faction 
assails it vain; it is principle only that takes effect 
upon it. The tide of popularity may rise and fall, 
but the foundation is not be shaken. 

cP On a certain occasion, L thought of the Roman 
matron Cornelia, and ner sEwELS—of which I may 
say more hereafier. 

THE SLAVE QUESTION. Congress having now fair- 
ly grappled with this giant question, I shall not say 
any thing of its merits—but on the manner in which 
it has been so far managed, a few remarks may be 
proper. ‘The %lebate will probably, last several 
weeks, and the result is uncertain; but it seems to 
be a general opinion, that the senate will pass the 
bill for the admission of Missouri, without restric 
tion, to which the house of representatives will not 
agree. At the last session, it will be recollected 
that the clause to prohibit slavery in the proposed 
state, was carried by a vote of eighty-seven to se- 
venty-six—the present is a new congress, but it is 
believed that the principle contended for has more 
supporters in the house of representatives now 
than it hadthen, The disagreeing vote, it is thought, 
will bring about a compromise, of the nature of the 
bill offered by Mr. Thomas, in the senate on the 
18th inst. (see page 348), by which certain parts of 
the territory of the United States will be kept open 





for settlement by free white laborers, and a line be 
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drawn beyond which slavery shall not extend. 
There is no doubt of the power of congress, to pro- 
hibit the introduétion of slaves into the territories 
of the United States; and, if these territories are 
once, settled by persons not holding slaves, it is sup- 
posed that they will not suffer them to be intro- 
duced. Such are the opinions of many intelligent 
gentlemen. I am severely opposed to the idea, 
generally, of drawing a line within the U, States— 
it would seem to establish different interests, and 
create the worst sort of partiés that we can possi- 
bly have; but, as the principle of compromise 
was adopted at the formation of the constitution, 
-perhaps we may resort to it again with equal suc- 
ceSS. 

It is well that the debate commenced in the se- 
nate—the proceedings of that dignified body will 
prepare the popular branch of the legislature to 
take up the subject deliberately. It is a matteron 
which honest men may honestly differ in opinion, 
and al{ should recollect that “truth is a victor with- 
out violence.” This question, of all others ever 
presented to the consideration of an American con- 
gress, requires a reining-in of the passions, a cool 
judgment, generous forbearance and suavity of 
manners, A great deal may be said on both sides, 
hut it isthe reason of the nation that must be appeal- 
ed to. 

If itis the constitution that Missouri shall be ad- 
mitted wjthout restriction, with the certainty that 
her slave population will be represented on the 
floor of congress, as the political evil—in the firm 
delief that such admission will perpetuate the 
great acknowledged curse of our country, as the 
more serious moral off¢nce-—let the territoru be 
so admitted’ We would adhere to the bond of 
union at almost any sacrifice, for no evil can be 
so terrible to the republic as domestic commo- 
tion. Burt on the contrary, if the constitution 
author’ses the prohibition of slavery therein, and 
a majority of the representatives of the people 
deem it also expedient to prohibit it—why should 
not those opposed to restriction, evidently muc/ in 
the minority of the nation, in like manner give way? 
Certainly, they will do it. 

The district of Maine, with a population of three 
hundred thousand free persons, having with the 
consent of her parent Massachusetts, established a 
constitution for herself, has knocked at the door to 
be admitted into the family of the republic. The 
house of representativés passed a bill for her re- 
ception—there was no possible objection to the 
proceeding—it was a natural course of things. The 
territory of Missouri also, a newly acquired country, 
without the original limits of the U, States, witha free 
population not much, if any more than an eighth 
part of that of Maine, and without yet having form- 
ed a constitution, in like manner applied for ad- 
mission, and to have equal power in the most stable 
branch of the government as the great state of 
New York. Even if we admit that the plea of Mis- 
souri is really bottomed on the same constitutional 
principles as that of the district of Maine, still it ap- 
pears to me, that the act of the senate, which united 
their fate in one bill, was exceedingly injudicious, 
and opposed to that spirit of moderation and for- 
bearance which the occasion demands. 
that Maine ought to be admitted into the union— 
her constitution is before us, and no one can object 
to it; but Missouri (differently situated in many re- 
spects, her application having been rejected by the 
representatives of the people in the last congress, 
unless with a restriction in regard to slavery), it was 
well known would become 2 subject of much discus- 





All agree | 


a 


sion. It seemsas if the senate had said to the honse, 
we will prevent you from doing a right, unless you 
will joinus m doing what you believe to be a wrong! 
But the senate, considering that the meritin either 
case was the same, are justified in the right of unit- 
ing them, though the propriety of exercising that 
right may be questioned, It is folly tobelieve that 
the high-minded men who compose this body, can. 
harecontemplated that such acourse would iniluence 
the conduct of those representatives from Massa- 
chusetts, in the other house, whose location is in 
the district of Maine—or, that they had resolved 
to keep out the senators from Maine, until the 
slave question was disposed of, admitting that it 
may be laid over to another session. These things 
have been suggested by some—but I should feel my 
country disgraced, if I could believe that such a 
despicable species of management had entered the 
senate of United States. I speak freely—I do not 

believe that it has; yet it is to be regretted, at a 
time when firmness with forbearance is to much 
needed, that there was not a bill for each state. 

Yhere is another thing that may be mentioned. 
Some very singular and rude insinuations are made 
against the friends of restriction on Missouri, as if 
they were influenced rather by party than by prin- 
ciple. If the late vote in the senate proves any 
thing, it proves exactly the reverse of this. The 
sen:tors from the slave holding states were wnané- 
mously opposed to the restriction—but, one from 
New Hampshire, one from Vermont, one from Jndi- 
ana and two from J//inois,all non slave holding states, 
voted with them. Now, if party operates rather 
than principle, on which side does the party ap- 
pear? If the division had been nmwde by parties— 
that is, if the.: representing the states in these- 
nate possessed of one general feeling, had been 
fuirly arrayed against the ethers, and Mr.King, from 
New York, had been present, the vote on a separa- 
tion of the subjects of the bill providing for the ad- 
mission of Maine and Missouri, would have stood as 
24. is to 20, insteadof as 18 to 25. Further—we may 
venture tosay, that in the non slave holding states © 
there is not more than one man in 500 who is not 
opposed to the extension of slavery; whereas in 
some of the others, there is perhaps barely a majo- 
rity in favor of it--the daboring white man of every 
state will oppose it, as shutting upa door to a 
change of his location, or that ofhis children. In 
Maryland, I verily believe, that on an wndiassed 
vote, a large majority of the citizens would shew 
themselves unfriendly to it, and numerous let- 
ters from the western parts of V:rginia, ussure us 
that therein exists a verv powerful opposition to a 
spread of the evil—-and the same feeling I appre- 
hend,prevails more or less in every one of the south- 
ers states. I notice these things simplv with the 
hope of checking some illiberal aspersions that I 
have heard. It is not by these, or by force, that 
truth isto be ascertained. Let us “keep cool”—and 
have respect for each other’s judgment. I feel that 
Ihave as good a right to my opinion as the prisi- 
dent of the United States, and admit that the com- 
mon day laborer, if a freeman, has the same right 
that I claim for myself. Whenever a man puts up 
his opinion at an accurate standard to which all 
others must conform, that man should be let down 
—as many have been, by the power of sentiment 
and th, magic of the ballot. 
The legislatures of several states have pas 


sed resolutions expressive of their opinion whe- 
ther slavery should be prohibited in the vast rerions 
fwest of the Mississippi. Most of these resolutions 





pare modestand unassuming—a free declaration o 
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opinions and nothing more. But wh.t shall I say 
of the resolves of Virginia, inserted in the last num- 
ber of the Reeistrr, page 343? Do they partake 
ofthat spirit which should prevail among brethren 
honestly differing in sentiment? The legislature 
has declared the people of that state to be “united 
ina common cause with the people of the Missouri 
territory, and bound to interpose in their defence,” 
and to “resist any attempt made in congress” to re. 


Strict the proposed state as to the introduction of | 


S.aves, &c. 

tum truly sorry for this—from the earliest dawn 
of my political life, Lhave looked up to Virginia as 
the “head quarters of good principles”—and, while 
I lamented tiie incumbrance of her black population, 
which the «defender of the faith” had imposed upon 
her, without her consent, and which was one of 
the most grievous of her complaints against the 
“mother country,” | almost revered her political 
maxiais to secure the best interests of the confede- 
rated republic. How many great and illustrious 
men has she furnished to serve and adorn the na- 


tion! How manifold her exertions in the cause of 
libertv! How magnanimous her efforts to maintsin 


the dignity of the law!—I appeal to this lofty 
minded people, who respecting their own rights and 
feelings, have learnt also to respect the rights and 
feelings of others, whether such declarations are 
not iil-advised, or at best premature’—if they are 
not calculated to provoke opposition, and bring 
about the worst of calamities? How different her 
proceedings from those of Pennsylvania, who pre- 
ceded her in this respect, or of New-York whose re- 
“solutions thereon have just reached us! Either 
of those states have an effective population more 
than one third greater than that‘of Virginia, and 
are far superior to her in wealth and resources. 
Assuredly, they might use as high language as Vir- 
ginia has done, and what would be the consequence? 
May not these great states as well expound the con- 
stitution as Virginia, and say what ‘hey will “resist” 
and what they will support? If they should take the 
same stand, the hope of the enemies of liberty might 
be accomplished! Two wrongs never make one 
right—but in Baltimore, where certainly a very 
large majority of the people are opposed to the fur- 
ther extension of slavery, I have heard many im- 
prudent men declare, that the stand of Virginia has 
closed the door of compromise, or conciliation, in 
respect to this matter! This is a natural operation 
of the human heart—the freeman always places 
himself in an attitude to oppose force, though he 
will yield much to persuasion and a good under- 
standing with his.fellows. But I forbear to dwell 
upon a subject so painful to me; and must believe 


that the resolves were passed by Virginia with » 


different view of their import than what their lite- 
rai meaning secms to give them—it is impossible to 
suppose that she has taken it upon berselfto say that 
such, and no otker, shall be the construction of the 
constitution! This may offend some persons—yet, 
having reprehended the idea of. force to “resist” the 
laws of the United States in‘another quarter of our 
country, I could de no less than say what I have 
said, consistently with my own feelings. And I freely 
leave what is written to the reflecting, under a con- 
viction that all will agree with me in being sorry 
for the manner of the resolutions passed in Virginia 
-~ot of which no possible good to the cat se espous- 


ed can come; which can.only provoke siimosities, | 
lf the | 


aud raise up a similar spirit of opposition, 
proper temper prevails, there is no doubt that we 
shail get througi the momentous question now 
before congress, in peace ahd harmony~but, if the 


algry passions are roused respecting it—those must 
be responsible to Gon, the world, and posterity, who 
let them loose. I address myself equally to the per. 
sons of either party to this question, as the friend 
of every district in the United States, and divested, 
I hope, more than men commonly are, by the habits 
of my life, from local feelings. It is now that the pu. 
tréot should come forth, balance contending interests 
by the general good, and give stability to the re- 
public. 
NOTES. 

At must be admitted, that the soil and climate of 
Virginia are as favorable, if not more so, than those 
of Pennsylvania or New-York. These states have 
latterly furnished many emigrants to other states; 
and, perhaps, in this respect may stand on an equal 
footing; but Virginia and New-York, by their rich 
westein counties yet unsettled, recei-c many emi- 
grants from Pennsylvania, whereas very few from 
either of these take up their residence in that state. 
To western Virginia, especially, a great number of 
persons hare gone from Pennsylvania—some coun- 
ties ]am told, are almost peopled by Pennsylvanians 
--yei the following table, shewing the march of 
population in these states, may be useful to make us 
reflect upon the caase of their relative increase or 
decrease of power. A more extensive table might 
be compiled to shew the subject generally—-giving 
to the new state of Ohio as great a weight of repre. 
sentation as Kentucky, &c. But the census of 1820 
will convey to us niany important truths on this 
matter, 


ee Virginia. Pennsylvania. New-York, 
Free population im 1790, 454,953 430,636 318.795 
Representatives im congress, 19 3 "10 
Free population in 1800, 539,i71 600,839 §55.437 
Representatives in congress, 22 18 ' 17 
Free population in 1816, 582,104 809.296 944,032 
Representativi-s in congress, 22. 21 : 7 
Probable free pop. in 1820, 650,000 ~ 1,100,000 1,300,000 
Representatives after census* '8 22 a 26 


The considerations that necessarily grow out of 
this siaiement are lefi for each person to reflect 
upon for himself. The inequality is glaring—but 
it is the ‘bond,’ and ‘sphrenzy to the brain that would 
plot to destroy it!’ 

Weulth of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. 

This county, from its rich soil, high state of culti- 
vation, and beautiful country houses, fine barns and 
granaries, has been styled the Garden of America. 
That it deserves this title, some idea may be formed 
by those who have never had an opportunity of 
judging for themselves, by the following calculation 
of its actual value: 

From the assessors’ returns of the valuation of 
lands, lots, houses, &c. made to the commissioners 
for the purpose of levying the county tax for the 
present year, making a fair allowance for the rule 
which custom has established in assessing real 
estate, the fee-simple of Lancaster county would 
amount to more than sixty millions of dollars. ‘The 
capital required to stock and keep in an active state 
of production, the dands alone, including capital held 
in grain, &c. may be estimated at thirteen million — 





ito which may be added stock held by wealthy indi- 
viduals in national securities, banks, turnpikes and 
| bridges, capital embarked in distilleries, &c. six 
| millions; also capital emba: ked in manufactories and 
| mercantile pursuits, estimated at four millions— 
‘making a total of eighty-three millions of dollars. 

This sum, immense as it appears, is considered 
by some gentlemen, well acquainted with the coun- 


— 4 





*The ratio is supposed to be at 50,000--and 
| 450,000 slaves in Virginia are constitutionally count- 
| ed as equal to 270,000 free persons, in the choice 0! 
‘repreecutatives. 











ve 


er "Ss G Ft 


_— es " F 


—"—- we 








| 


NILES’ REGISTER—J ANUARY 29, 1820---BANKS AND BANKING. 865 


— 
= ——— 
————— 


ty, as far too low: in making the calculation, every of the state bank have been so administered as to 
allowance was made for the depressed value of real | secure the credit of its paper, and at the same time, 
estate, so as to be rather within than over the pre-! givemevery indulgence to the debtors of the insti- 
sent depreciation of every kind of property apper- | tution, which at a moment of peculiar pressure, was 
taining to the agricultural interest. [ Penn.Gaz. | consistent with its safety; and with respect to the 

rThis county contains about 500,000 acres—much | Unitea States branch bank at Charleston, they re- 
of which is broken land. Yet the total value of the | mark, that far from adopting a conciliatory conduct 
property of its inhabitants is estimated, even under | towards the loeal banks, they have pursued such a 
the present depressed price of things, at eighty-three | Sysiem.as has forced: them to withdraw their paper 
millions of dollars! ‘Phe fact is, that the richest from circulation, thereby creating a void in the cir- 
counties in Virginia are, proportionally, those which | culating medium of the state, which it has not sup- 











have the least number of slaves. Ep, Ree.] | plied by an issue of its own. 
Kentucky. A bill passed the legislature of this 
i. ype oe state, to suspend all sales under execution, reple- 
Banks and Banking. » : : 


vins, decrees, &c. &c. for sixty days. The acting 

United States bank. A writer in the New-| governor refused to sign it—he thought that no. law 
York Gazette, after a variety of calculations and] should delay or deny justice. But the bill was, not- 
sundry statements of facts, concludes, that if no di-} withstanding, passed by both houses and is the law. 
vidend is made by this bank until the 1st of July, | Before the expiration of the sixty days itis thought 
1822, it will shen'*e in the same situation as at its}that a law willbe passed providing that property 


commencement! - shall not be sold unless it bring acertain portion of 
ocpA clerk inthe office at Richmond has resign-| its value, 
ed his office in consequence of analleged malversa- ‘he bank of Kentucky has suspended specie pay- 


tion, respecting monies confided to his charge. The|ments it is bebeved that the legislature will sanc- 
directors and clerks in many banks, seem to have | tion the proceeding—and fossib/y carry the matter 
fallen into the belief, that they might do with the re-}so far as to provide that its notes shal/ be received 
presentatives of money what they liked! It is well] in satisfaction of executions, &c. We hope that they 
indeed, that the torrent of paper has been checked. | will not do this. 

We might in a few vears have deserved to be cal-}| ‘The branch at Louisville has resolved to continue 
led a nation of plunderers. specie payments. 

New York. The banks of this state are rapidly| Leave was givenin the legislature to bring in a 
settling down into regularity.’ Those that are solid | bill to declare all sales void, made under any exe- 
are recovering from the shock, and maintain their |cution issued in favor of the bank of the U. States, 
credit. ‘he rest cannotrise again. The same ré-| or its branches, in this commonwealth, and for other 
mark applies to Pennsylvania, who will soon be dis- | purposes. 
incumbered of many rag-shops. ‘The court of appeals, in the case of the “bank of 

Delaware. A project is before the legislature of | the United States vs. Joshua Norvell,” have refused 
this state, prescribing that all the “hanks establish-|to the plaintiffs a supersedeas—and thus sustained 
ed shall form. one institution, and shall not be inde-| judge Mills’ decision, [see present vol. of the Rz- 
pendent of each other.””. The whole capital to be | e1srzr page 150]—in which the court decided that 
1,500,000—the principal bank to be at Dover, with | the bank of the United States could not sustain an 
branches at Wilmington, New Castle, Smyrna and | aetion against anindividual, on a note drawn by him. 


Georgetown. The opinion of the court of appeals shall be insert- 
Maryland. The banks in this state cannot de-|edthe first opportunity. 

clare dividends, unless their capital stock is unim- LEGISLATURE OF OHIO, 

paired; attempts are now making to get special laws Fromihe Columbus Monitor of Dec. 30. 


passed to enable certain banks to make dividends of} On Monday last, the question was taken on adopt- 
profits accruing on the capital that is /efttothem. jing the resolution of Pennsylvania concerning re- 

District banks. The following is given to me as|stricting the powers of congress in the erection of 
the state of the banks in the district of Columbia, |banks. This subject had been referred to a select 
(except the office of the bank of the U.S.) on the; committee, who made the report, which will be 











Ist of October last— seen below. The report was warmly opposed by 
Total number of banks 13' gen. Harrison, and as warmly supported by gen. 
capital 5,225,319 | Lucas and Mr. Jennings. Several members-took 

specie on hand 265,234 | part in the debate, which was extended through 


Of the specie, 90,000 dollars were in the Farmers , the whole of Monday and Tuesday. Gen. Harrison 
and Mechanics bank of Georgetown, leaving 175,234 | moved to strike out so much of the report as relates 
dollars for the twelve. other banks—an average of 'to the opinion of the supreme courtto the word 
414,602 foreach. Yetthese banks, on account of |‘ urrence ed,’ On this the debate principally turned 
the disbursements of the government at Washing-} The whole merits of the question was investigat. 
ton, meet demands upon them pretty conveniently, | ed on this proposed amendment, and though ther« 
with the paper of the bank of the Unjted States. | wasa spirited contention about striking out tha’ 

Nort Carolina banks, We recently published a partof the report (for the report was intended to 
detailed account of the affairs of the state bank.;accompany the resolution) yet every member 
We have now similar statements of the condition of agreed that the act of congress establishing t!« 
the banks of Cape Fearand Newbern. + heir joint | bank was unconstitutional. t 
capital is about 1,600,000; they have more than To prevent misconstruction abroad, we will state 
1,500,000 in circulation; deposits 56°,000; specie | that nothing more was intended by the advocates 
201,235; billsof exchange and foreign funds 166,566; | of the report than a declaration not to submit to 
and the notes and bills discounted by them amount | the decision of the supreme court, as givenin the 
to $2,928,236. | case of M’Culloh against the state of Maryland, 

Squth Carolina. A committee appointed for that but await until the case of this state should be tinned, 
purpose by the legislature of this state, now in ses-| when every one recommended to submit without 
stun, have reported, thatin their opinica, ué affairs |further altercation. The motion for striking out 
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prevailed, and the resolution, with the remaining 
part of the report, was unanimously adopted. 





Your committee, to whom was referred a resolu- 
tion of the general assembly of the state of Penn- 
sylvania, proposing an amendment to the constitu- 
tion of the United States, declaring that “congress 
siiall make no law toerect or incorporate any bank 
or other monied institution except within the dis- 
trict of Columbia, and every bank or other monied 
institution which shall be established by the autho- 
rity of congress shall, together with its branches and 
offices of discount and deposite, be confined to the 
district of Columbia:”’— 

Have had the same under consideration, and are 
of opinion that there is nothing in the constitution 
ofthe United States either expressed or implied 

hat vests in congress the right to pass such a law; 

and that.an attempt to erect any such bank or other 
monied institution wnderan act of congress within 
any state, without the consent of such state having 
been first obtained, is a dangerous violation of so- 
vereign rights, reserved to the states themselves. 
And itis with deep regret your committee find 
that congress has assumed the authority to pass a 
law incorporating such a monied institution, which 
law your committee believe is unconstitutional, and 
the construction said to have been givenit, by the 
supreme court of the United States to be erroneous, 
and that neither the law nor the opinion of said 
court in that case isin any way obligatory onus asa 
state; but that the legislature have a conclusive 
right tolevy suchtaxes and penalties on any bank 
or ciher monied institution located within the state 
without their consent, asin their opinion may com- 
port with their interest and dignity asa sovereign 
state, which right your committee are of opinion 
ought never to be surrendered. 

Nevertheless, with a view to prevent the repeti- 
tion of so dangerous a misconstruction of the con- 
stitution, your committee recommend a concur- 
rence in the resolution of the general assembly of 
the state of Pennsylvan‘a, inthe words following, 
viz: “Resolved by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 
general assembly met, that the following amend- 
ment be prepared to the constitution of the United 
States, viz: Congress shall make no law toerect or 
incorporate any bank or other monied institution, 
except within the district of Columbia, and every 
benk or other monied institution which shall be es- 
tablished by the authority of congress siall,together 
with its branches and offices of discount and depo- 
site, be confined to the district of Columbia.” 

Therefore, resolved by the general assembly of 
the state of Ohio, that they coneur in the aforesaid 
resolution of the general assembly of the state of 
Pennsylvania: and that our senators and represen- 
tatives in congress be requested to use their exer- 
tion to procure the adoption of an amencment to 
the constitution of the United States as herein ex- 
pressed, 

Resolved,that the governor be requested to trans- 
mit copies of the foregoing report and resolution 
to cach of our senators and representatives in con- 
gress, and also to transmit like copies to the exetu- 
tive of the several states, with a request that they, 
will lay the same before the legislature thereof, so- 
Jiciting their co-operation in procuring the adoption 
of the foregoing amendment. 

Indiana. Extract from a memorial of sundry citi- 
zens of this state, to the legislature thereof. After 


detailing the evils and frauds of the banks, they 


«We therefore pray, that the general assembl” 
will require of these incorporations a full account 
of their proceedings, and if, upon a fair enquiry, it 
should be found that they have (as we believe they 
have) violated the conditions of their charter and 
the fundamental principles of banking, that an act 
may pass, providing, that wherever either of the 
said banks or their branches, shall refuse to redeem 
their notes on demand in specie, that their charters 
shall be declared forfeited, save so far as to settle 
and close their respective concerns.” 

[They also covenanted with themselves to dis- 
countenance the circulation of paper not converti. 
ble into specie on demand.]} 








Lateraal Duties and Direct T'ax. 


Among the documents submitted to congress at 
its present session, is a pondrous volume of tabular 
statements relative to the internal duties and direct 
tax. 

The following “general view of the internal duties for 
1818”’ seems to embrace every thing in relation 
thereto which it is needful to notice, for common 
use or reference. 

Accruing duties, viz. 
Dolls. Cts. 

On licenses for stills and 
boilers employed on do- 
mestic materials 
Foreign materials 


11,909 51 
0 00 





11,909 53 
On spirits distilled from 
domestic materials, at 
20 cents per gallon 
at 25 cents per gallon 
Do. from foreign materials, 
at 20 cents per gullon 


133 70 
0 0Q 


0 00 


30 7 
1,031 25 
5,336 84 
60,317 10 
12,998 46 





On carriages 
On licenses to retailers 
On sales at auction 
On refined sugar 
On stamps, viz: 
On stamped paper and 
bank notes 
By compounding banks 


14,772 38 
87,368 85 





és 102,141 

On varieus goods, wares, 
and merchandize, manu- 
factured in the United 
States 

On household furniture, 
and gold and _ silver 
watches 

Interest and additions re- 
ceived on duties not 
punctually paid 

Moiety of fines, penalties 
and forfeitures 


0 00. 


17,479 67 
5,382 15 





216,862 94 

Deduct amount of du- 

ties refunded or re- 

mitted 146,599 37 
From which de- 

duct the am’t 

transmitted by 

the treasurer 

to collectors 

whose collec- 

tions did not 

enable them 





aay 





to satisfy the 
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demands of Amounts collected, being in the hands 
claimants 23,015 87 of collectors and their deputies, for 
123,583 50 which suits have, in several cases, 

Deduct amount of allow- been instituted 280,000 00 
ances by law, on the pay- sels 
ment of duties before | 880,000 0 
they became due 336 87 REVENUE orFics, WVov. 20, 1819. : 

Deduet amount of insol- 
yencies, &c. 7,375 12 DIRECT TAX. 

131,295 49) The amount received on account of direct: tax, 





Total accruing duties 85,567 45 
‘Add balances due on Dec. 31, 1817, viz: 
In bonds uncollected 1,385,060 74 
In duties not bonded 149,579 87 
1,534,640 61) 








Total of accruing duties in 1818, and of 
duties outstanding on Dec. 31,1817, 1,620,208 06 
Cash inthe hands of collectors, De- 


cember 31,1817, — 471,001 49 





Total accruing duties iu 1818, and of 
duties outstanding, and cash in the 
hands of collectors, Dec. 31, 1817, 2,091,209 55 





Amount of duties received by the col- 


























lectors 1,019,794 32] 
Amount of payments tothe treasurer 940,085 57 
Expenses of-collection: consisting of 
Costs of prosecution 3,105 18 
Contingent expenses 7,599 33 
Measuring stills 3 30 
Coimmission 68,393 14 
Extra allowances by the 

president, (see note 2.) 17,294 86 

ai 96,395 81 
Balances on the 31st Dec. 1818, viz: 
in bonds uncol- 

lected 713,963 74 
In duties not 

bonded 103,175 90 

817,139 64 
In cash 306,096 42 
1,123,236 06 
NOTES. 


1. This statement being formed from the accounts 
of the collectors, as transmitted to this office, 
uncorrected by the revision of the accounting 


officers of the treasury, the severai items of 


which it consists, may not precisely balance or 
correspond with the results of the agcounts, as 
finally settled. 

2. The whole sum allowed by the president for 
the collection of the direct tax, and the internal 
duties, for the year 1818, amounts to $21,244 45. 
There having been received from the direct tax 


in the year 1818, was $232,888 45 





The business relative to the internal duties and 
direct tax, is now so nearly closed that the office of 
commissioner of the revenue has been abolished, 
and his duties transferred to one of the auditors of 
the treasury. 


pen ani pn om RT NS a oe 


District Tonnage ofthe U. 8. 


Treasury department, 30th Sept. 1819. 
Srr:—I have the honor to transmit the annual 
statement of the district tonnage of the United 
States, on the 3lst December, 1818; together with 
an explanatory letter of the register of the treasury. 
i have the honor to be, 
with great respeci, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
The honorable the speaker 
of the house of representatives. 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Registers office, 30th Dec 1819. 
Srr:—I have the honor:to transmit the annual 
statement to the 3lst December, 1818, of the dis- 
trict tonnage of the United States. 


Tons 95ths. 
The registered tonnage, as corrected 
at this office, forthe year 1818, 
is stated at 606,088 64 
The enrolled and licensed tonnage is 
stated at 549,374 02 
The fishing vessels at 69,721 49 





Amounting to 1,225,184 20 





The tonnage on which duties were: 
collected during the year 1818, 
amounted as follows; 

Registered tonnage, paying duty on 
each voyage 

Enrolled and licensed tonnage em- 
ployed in the coasting trade, an an- 
nual duty 

Fishing vessels the same 


859,782 61 


s 
23 


92 


482,633 
61,452 





1,403,868 81 
| Duties were also paid on 
tonnage, owned by citi- 


zens of the United States, 





$252,888 45, and, from the duties, $1,019,794 32. 
In the foregoing general view, a proportionate part 
ef the whole allowance is charged to the duties; 
viz: $17,294 86; the residue being properly char- 
geable to the collection of the direct tax. 





Phe following exhibits a view of the outstandiug IN- 


TERNAL DUTIES on the 2th of November. 
1819, which is, necessarily, in part, the result of 
computation, 


Amount uncollected, being due by in- 
dividuals 


$600,000 00: 





engaged in foreign trade, 


not registered 15,0635 64 








| Ditto coasting trade 1,719 24 

—~ 14,782 88 
| Total amount of tonnage on which 
| duties were collected 74 


1,418,651 





The registered tonnage being cor- 
rected for the year 1818; by re- 
cent correspondences with the 
collectors of the several districts, 
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according to the mode prescrib- 
ed for their government, as sta- 
ted in the communication made 
to congress the 27th of Februa- 
ry, 1802, maybe considered near- 
ly the true amount of that descrip- 
tion of tonnage | 
The enrolled and licensed tonnage is 
stated at the amount upon which the 
annual duty was collected in 1818, 
on that description of tonnage, and 
may be considered as nearly the 
true amouut 
Fishing vessels the same’ 


606,088 64 


482,633 23 
61,452 92 





The district tonnage of the United 
States is stated at 1,150,174 84 
Of the registered tonnage, amounting | 
asbefore stated, to 606,088 64 toris, 
there was employed in the whale 


fishery 16,134 77 
Enrolled and licensedtonnage alsoin _ 
the whale fishery 614 63 





Amounting to Tons 16,749 45 





I beg leave to subjoin a statement (marked A.) 
of the tonnage for the year 1818, compared with 
the amount thereof, as exhibited in the preceding 
annual statement for 1817; with notes in relation 


to the increase of the registered and increase of 


the enrolled tonnage, respectively, in 1818, 
By this statement, it appears that the total amount 

of new vessels built in the several districts of the 

United States, during the year 1818, was 

- Registered tonnage — 42,137 05 
Enrolled ditto 40,284, 15 





Total amount of new vessels, Tons 82,421 20 





¥ have the honor to be, 
very respectfully, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, 
- secretary of the treasury. 





The amount of tonnage for the 


year 1817, was B1.484,732 84 
do. ‘1818 1,225,184 20 





Apparent decrease 259,548 64 

But certain corrections being made and the ves- 

sels built during the year 1818 being added, the real 

and nominal decrease comparec with 1817, a appears 

to be ! 177,122 44 

' Vessels built in the year 1818-—53 ships, 3h brigs, 
428 scheoners, 532 sloops. 

Aggregate of tonnage. 


New York 933,883 80 
Roston 125,447 15 
Philadelphia 82,715 43 
Baltimore 67,843 17 
Norfolk 30,978 39 
Salem — 33,380 79 
Mississippi 35,118 58 
Portland 29,998 Ol 
Charleston 27,801 03 
New Bedford 25,748 39. 
Newburyport 23,555 77 
Portsmouth 22,486 39 
Nantucket 21,992 11 
Bath 21, 174 72 


| Navy Pension Fund. 
Letter from the secretary of the navy, transmitting sun- 

dry statemen:s in relation to the navy pension find. — 

Navy DEPARTMENT, Jannary 6, 1820. 

Srr—On behalf of the commissioners of the navy 
pension fund, and in obedience to the “act for the 
better government of the navy of the U. States,” I 
have the honor respectfully to report to congress 
the following statemenits, in relation to that fund, 
viz: 

A. Showing the amount of United States’ stock 
belonging to the navy pension fund. 

B. Showing the bank stock belonging to said 
fund, 

C. The account of the treasurer, Thomas Tudor 
Tucker, esq. with the commissioners of the 
navy pension fund. 

D. Abstract of warrants drawn by the secretary 
of the navy on the treasurer of the fund. 

E. List of navy pensioners, with the pensions al- 
lowed to each, 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
SMITH THOMPSON. 
The honorahle Speaker | 
7 of the house of representatives. 





A. shews the amount of stock to the credit of the 
commissioners of the navy pension fund, bearing 
interest, and unredeemed on the Ist of January, 
1820, to be $744,568 59. 
B. gives the names of banks in the district of Co- 
lumbia in which money of the fund has been invest- 
ed to the amount of $129,103 10. 
C. and D. shew that the warrants drawn on the 
treasurer of the United States for the year 1819, for 
the use of pensioned seamen, amounted to 59,167 10 
dollars, 
E. as above stated, is a list of the navy pensioners 
—varying in amount from 240 to 56 dollars per ann. 
the majority at 72. Whe whole number of pension- 
ers is 438 —thus ’ 
Total number of officers, seamen & marines, 33 
do. widows, &c. 99. 


438 








> andl 





Legislature of Massachusetts. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
Gentlemen of the senate, and 
Gentlemen of the house of representatives : 

In taking a survey of the present condition of the 
people of this commonwealth, we find abundant 
reason for thankfulness to Almighty God, for the. 
smiles of his Providence in continuing to usthe 
blessings of peace, of general health, and of civil 
and religious liberty. The seasons ofthe past year 
have been uncommonly favorable to vegetation, 
and our land, under the influence of improved cul- 
tivation, has yielded a rich increase. Many branch- 
es of important manufactures, though “laboring 
under discouragemeuts, have reached a high de- 
gree of respectability. Through the medium of 
the several agricultural socicties, and other correct 
sources of information, we learn, with satisfaction 
and pride, that the manufacturers of the state are 
rapidly increasing; and that, adapting themselves 
to the wants, the habits, and the circumstances of 
society, they are becoming, what is indispensable 
for their support and permanence, objects of the 
|people’s partiality and choice. This important 
| subject is now before the national legislature. And 





Bo other ports over 20,000 tons. 


from their liberal and enlightened views, we may 














NILES’ REGISTER—JANUARY 29, 1820--MASSACHUSETTS. 


$69 





} 
.* 


real 


—~ 





— 
—_——— 


vest assured that every cegree of encouragement | 
‘will be afforded tothat branch of national industry, 
not incompatible with the interests of the whole 
community. Those branches of manufactures con- 
nected with national defence merit pre-eminent re- 
gard; and it would yicld the highest satisfaction to 
the citizens of our country to learn, that competent 
provision was made for manufacturing all the essen- 
tials for the military defence of the nation. Parsi- 
mony in this item of expenditure might prove more 
dangerous than profusion, - 

If, in some of the great departments of active and 
lucrative pursuit, especially navigation and com- 
merce, many of our fellow citizens are suffering de- 
pression and embarrassment, our regret is temper- 
ed by the reflection, that those evils are partial, and 
consutute a part of the price gi the general peace 
of the world; a peace which, as it restored to na- 
tions their rights, and to individuals their occupa- 
ions, compelled in each a reliance on their own re- 
spective resources. ‘the transition of nations from 
a state of war to peace must always prove disas- 
trous to numerous individuals, At the termination 
of the late protracted war more especially, in the 
course of which habitual pursuits of a large pre- 
portion of the people of the commercial world had 
been suspended, and they, either induced by patri- 
otism, urged by hunger, or forced by power, were 
driven into the ranks as soldiers, extraordinary 
changes in the condition of individuals must have 
necessarily happened.—Circumstances however 
exert a salutary influence on nations and individu- 
als. The tranquility of peace diminishes the in- 
citements to uncalculating.enterprize, and induces 
those habits which ensure the highest degree of 
general prosperity and happiness. 

The restoration of the relations of peace is nat 


an 


jis strongiand active. 








chargeable with all the deep embarrassments visible | 
inthe U. States. They are domestic anid referable | 
to a spirit of bold and unbounded adventure, gene- | 
rated and elucidated by specific causes. Over trad- | 
ing has been wrongfully accused of producing the | 
mischiefs complained of. It does not reach the ori- 
gin ofthe evil. Thefacility of commanding funds, 
at once the incentive and the instrument of specu- 
lation, has been the primary source of our deepest 
calamities. No conceivable occurrence could have 
more completely cherished that passion, than the 
sudden and profuse creation of capital. And it is 
not to be concealed that numerous banks, in vari- 
ous sections of the U. States, have been establish- 
ed and allowed, or have assumed, the ruineus pri- 
vilege of issuing bills to an indefinite amount, with- 
out the means or the obligation to meet the payment 


tion and extravagance; and to most of those vices. 
which dishonor society and overwhelm individuals 
in ruin. 

Although many of the citizens of this state, who. 
are engaged in navigation, manufactures and com- 
merce, have participated in the common disasiers 
of the times, we have reason for congratulation that 
their misfortunes have been comparatively light, 
and bave usually arisen from contingencies beyond 
their control.—Confidence between man ard man 
A spint of industry, stimulat- 
ed by alaudable pride of self dependence, is every 
where apparent. ‘lhe credit of the state is unim- 
paired; andour banking establishments, founded 
on the stable principles of justice, and administer- 
ed with an honorable reference to the principles on 
which they are founded, facilitate the operations of 
all the great departments of fair enterpize and in- 
dustry; and, furnishing a medium more convenient 
than silver and gold, always convertible into coin, 
the labors and products of agriculture are solicited 
by an equuble and competent circulation. May 


| the time soon come, when allthe American people 


shall entertain an unwavering belief, that no partial 
means can cure, no temporary expedients relieve 
the embarrassments of the times; but, that their ul- 
timate removal must be sought in the power of just 
laws and virtuous habits. 

In pursuance of the act passed at the last session, 
‘relating to the separation of the district of Maine 
from Massachusetts proper, and forming the same 
into a separate and independent state,” all the re- 
turns of votes received at the secretary’s office, 
conformably to the second section of said act, were 
opened and examined as therein required. Upon 
counting the votes given on the question of sepa- 
ration, it appears that the number of votes in favor 
of the separation of said district exceeded the num- 
ber of votes against it by and surpassing the num- 
ber specified in the said second section: the result 
was made known by proclamation. And the peo- 
ple ofthe said district were thereir called upon to 
choose delegates to meet in convention, for the 
purposes, and inthe manner expressed in the said 
act. The history of the subsequent progress of the 
separation, and the result ef the doings of the con- 
vention, and of the people, onthe subject of a con- 
stitution of government, itis not in my power at 
present to lay before you. But from acommunica- 
tion which I have received from the hon. William 
King, president of the convention, dated the 7th 
inst. a copy of which will be herewith presented to 
you,I presume I shall shortly be enabled to dc it. 

The connection that has subsisted between Mas- 


of their paper in specie on demand of the holder; sachusetts and the district of Maine, commenced at 


and have been governed, not by the sober maxims 
of a judicious political economy, nor the dictates of 
a discriminating self-interest, but by the spirit of le- 
galized monopoly, and the insatiable cravirgs of 
inordinate speculation. The over trading, aad the 
Immense profusion of foreign products and manu- 
factures with which our seaports are surcharged, are 
among the unavoidable consequences of a redun- 
dant currency, and trading on fictitious capitals. It 
is not incredible, however, that evils of domestic 
origin have been aggravated by a relaxation of the 
monitory system of another nation, whose mer- 
chants and manufacturers, intimately connected 
with ourj own, from parity of causes, have suffer- 
ed similar effects. The laws of currency and ex- 
change are immutable; anda profusion of paper will 
every where produce disustrous results. Besides 





its inherent tendency to produce pecuniary disap- 


pointment and distress, it leads to habits of dissipa-| recollect the spirit of amity and mutual accommo 


an early period oftheir history. But until the year 
1692 their-union was anomalous and interrupted. 
The promulgation of the charter of William and 
Mary, comprehending both sections ef country, 
united them under one government—and from that 
period tothe present time, the conneetion has 
been uninterruptedly maintained to mutual satisfac- 
tion and advantage. 

The time of separation howeveris at hand. Con- 
formably to the memorable act of June, 19th, 1819, 
the 15th of March next will terminate forever the 
political unity of Massachusetts proper and the dis- 
trict of Maine. And that district, which is “bone 
of our bone and flesh of our flesh,”’ will assume her 
rank as an indepencent state in the American confe- 
deracy. 

To review the transactions which have immedi- 
ately proceeded and affected the separation, and to 
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dation, that has distinguished every stage of its 
progress, must be truly and lastingly satisfactory. 
Jt is at the same time highly gratifying to every 
friend of republican government, to observe the 
unanimity and disposition to mutual concession with 
which a constitution, founded on the broadest 
principles of human rights, has been formed and 
adopted. 

That the district of Maine was destined to inde- 

endence, has been long foreseen and acknow- 
Jedged Butit has been delayed until her internal 
resources and her capacity for self-government be- 
ing fully developed, public opinion, emanating 
from a competent and increasing population, decid- 
edly invoked a fulfilment of her destination. 

Having yielded my assent to the aet of separa- 
tion, it remains for me to obey the impulse of duty, 
as well as of personal feeling, by. acknowledging to 
the gentlemen of the district who have been parti- 
cularly associated with me, either in the civil or 
military departments of government, the able sup- 

ort which, on all important occasions, they have 
readily afforded—and to the citizens of the district 
generally, the candor, liberality, and respectful at- 
tention Ihave experienced in the discharge of my 
official duties. | 

My fellow citizens of the district, who have now, 
for the last time, united their counsels in the delibe- 
rations of the legislature, will accept my devout 
wishes for their individual happiness, and for the 
peace, the honor and prosperity of the new repub- 
lic. 

In adverting to the separation of Maine, we are 
necessarily led to consider the effects of that seces- 
sion on the government of Massachusetts. The 
constitution ~as not snly the product of the united 
wisdom of the two great sections of country known 
as Massachusetts and Maine, but the provisions of it 
were designed to apply to the circumstances of 
both. Accordingly, in apportioning the number of 
counsellors and senators designated by the consti- 
tution among the several districts, Maine has ever 
had assigned to it a constitutional proportion: And 
the act of February, 1814, constructed on this prin- 
ciple and now in operation, entitles the eastern dis- 
tricts to nine counsellors and senators. {t would 
be unnecessury for me to remark that the act just 
mentioned, and the additional one of February, 

1816, will require modification 

In meditating, however, on this subject, we are 
led to extend our views beyond this single question 
of modifying the first branch of the legislature, and 
to enquire whether considerations affecting the in- 
terests of the people, as connected with the future 

operations of the government, will not, at the pre- 
sent time, call at least for a partial revision of the 
constitution? The great outlines of the constitu- 
tion were indeed drawn by masterly hands; and in 
its general principles is little, if at all, susceptible 
of improvement. Waving therefore every thing 
relating to the declaratign of rights, and to the de- 
finitions of power, as vested in different depart- 
ments, it would not be wonderful if some of the nu- 
merous details of a system of civil policy, intended 
to act upon and to protect the diversified interests 
of a people spread over a vast extent of territory, 
should fail in their practical adaptions to a more 
limited sphere of action. Nor should it be thought 
a singular exception to the liableness of every hu- 
man composition to misconception and abuse, that 
a constitution of government, framed in the midst 
of the war for independence, should, after a lapse of 
forty years, be found capable of amendment. ‘The 
wise and faithful framers of the constitution were 


sensible of danger from this source, and all the 
checks established by that instrument are designed 
to guard the purity of its republican character, 
against the mistakes of public agents, as well as the 
misuse of power. 

~ The indefeasible right of the people “to institute 
government,” and “to reform, alter and change the 
same,-when their protection, safety, prosperity and 
happiness require it,” is distinctly asserted in the 
bill of rights. Butthe constitution contains no pro- 
vision for a revision after the year 1795. Yet, as 
the legislative power extends to every object that 
involves the good and well being of the common- 
wealth, which is not specifically expected, we infer 
the right and duty of. the legislature to submit to 
the consideration of the people either the genera] 
question of revision, or such propositions for parti- 
cular amendments, as they shall judge to be most 
promotive of the public good. The inference from 
analogy arising from the provisions ef the 10th sec- 
tion of the 6th chapter of the constitution, seems to 
favor the idea ef limiting the power of the legisla- 
ture to submit primarily, the general question only 
tothe people. But as that article was designed for 
the particular case of a revision in the year above 
mentioned, it does not seem reasonable to conclude 
that the general power of the legislature can be 
abridged by that specific provision. 

I have been thus particular in expressing my 
views of the constitutional doctrine of amending 
the constitution, from a persuasion that an occa- 
sional recurrence to first principles tends to pre- 
serve the purity, and to maintain the strength of a 
republican system of government, and from a cor- 
responcing sease of obligation on my part, to pre- 
sent the same on the present occasion to your con- 
sideration, The subject, gentlemen, is constitu- 
tionally in your hands. And I feel entire confidence 
that your deliberations on this and every other sub- 
ject, will be guided by wisdom, and result in the 
best good ef the commonwealth, 

To carry into effect the benevolent intention of 
the legislature, agreeably to airesolve of the 19th of 
June last, “respecting the deaf and dumb,” mea- 
sures were immediately taken to give publicity to 
the same, and to require that application should be 
made in writing, and directed to the secretary, by 
the parents or guardians of such persons as were 
entitled to the benefit of the resolve. Immediately 
after the expiration of sixty days, the attention of 
the council was invited to this subject, and such ar- 
|rangements were made as to designate twenty of 
the applicants who appeared to possess the pre-re- 
quisites for admission into the asylum at Hartford, 
pointee out by the government of that institution, 
to be placed under their care. From the several 
documents, relative to this business, you will per- 
ceive the course pursued in adjusting it. The report 
of Mr. Gallaudet, dated the first of the present 
month, contains information relating to the indivi- 
duals who are now atthe institution. 

From an examination of the documents, and fur- 
ther reflection on the subject of the “deaf and 
dumb,” a review of it may be thought advisable; 
more especially in reference to proteacting the term 
of education, as suggested by the trustees of the 
asylum; to increasing the number of beneficiaries, 
and to devising means for rendering the talents and 
acquirements of those who are educated at the 
public expense, in as high a degree as practicable, 
useful to themselves and others. 

During the recess, I received from the governor 
of the state of South Carolina, a communication con- 





taining the proceeding of that state on the sub- 
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ject of an amendment of the constitution, proposed 
by the state of North Carolina, Likewise a commu- 
nication from the governor of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, containing a preposal of the legislature of 
that state to amend the constitution, so that con- 
gress shall make no law to erect or incorporate any 
bank or other monied institution, except within the 
district of Columbia. These comraunications will 
be laid before you by the secretary. 

At the usual period in October last, the visitors 
of the state prison visited and examined the con- 
dition of that institution, and had the satisfaction to 
find marks of ‘vigilance among the officers, and the 
appearance of diligence and good order in the seve- 
ral departments. The reports of the warden, and 
the surgeon of the establishment, together with 
sundry other documents, will be laid before you by 
the secretary. He will at the same time present 
the return of the ordnance and ordnance stores 
‘made by the quarter master general. 

JOHN BROOKS. 
| Louncil Chamber, Jan. 13th, 1820. 


The Jews. 


FROM THE ALBANY GAZETTE. 

Mr. Noah, editor of the New York National Ad- 
vocate, hasaddressed a memorial to the legislature 
of New York, praying that the state would autho- 
rise the sale of Grand Island in the Niagara river te 
him, for the purpose of building a city thereon, and 
inviting a community of Jewish emigrants to that 
place. The memorial cannot fail to excite interest, 
because it embraces an object which appears very 
feasible; and if Mr. Noah does not deceive himself, 
as to the disposition of the Jews to emigrate to this’ 
country, bis project may be considered as a very 
splendidone. Indeed we have often wondered why 
the Jews do not emigrate more frequently to the 
United States; why they should suffer from the in- 
tolerance of other governments, when anasylum, so 
desirable, can be found in this country. It must 
arise from their total unacquaintance with our laws} 
and institutions, and this memorial will no doubt 
lead to some enquiry. There is no small discern- 
ment evinced in this location. Grand Island is 
bounded on the north by lake Ontario; on the south 
by lake Erie; on the west by Upper Canada; and 
on the east by the state of New York, and lies near 
the centrein Niagara river—the current, however, 
is somewhat rapid. It may contain 20,000 acres. 








From the vicinity of those great bodies of water, 


the air in winter derives a degree of warmth; and 
the same cause also tempers and refreshes the heat 
ofsummer. Melons, peaches, nectarines, and other 
delicate fruits, grow in the neighborhood—and its 
position is excellent for a city. We know not 
whether the state would sell that island. Itis of 
no use, and is the asylum of gypsies and wanderers, 
whe are destroying the timber. If, however, they 
should deem it expedient to sell it, there will be no 
objection to sell it to Mr. Noah for the object which 
he contemplates; because, in the possession of any 
other individual, and for other purposes, the state 
cannot realise those benefits which a settlement of 
Jews will produce. The property of foreign Jews, 
principally consists of money and merchandise, 
which can be easily remored toany country, and if 
a few of their great bankers would emigrate to this 
state, and circulate a few millions, they would se- 
cure a good profit, and give a spur to internal com- 
merce. Besides, after all said or wrote on this sub- 


ject, this is the most preferable country for the 


{Rev. William Wilmer 


out fearing the legions of Titus; here they can erec- 


‘their temple, without dreading the torches of en- 


raged soldiers; here they can lay their heads on their 
pillow at night, without fear of mobs, of bigotry 
and persecution; here they: can become citizens— 
attached to the soil—defending the laws—and inte- 
rested in the protection of liberty:—and who knows 
but |Divine Providence, who has to this day protect 
ed the children of Israel as a nation, may finally 
lead them to this country; may repeat in the words 
of the prophets—«I will be as the dew unto Israel: 
he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as 
Lebanon. Hisbranches shall spread, and his beauty 
shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon.” 











Miscellaneous. 
Colonization society. The third annual meeting 
of the American society for colonizing the free peo- 
ple of color of the United States, was held at Wash- 
ington City on the 8th inst. The business was 
opened by an interesting and encouraging address 
from the president, Bushrod Washington. He con- 
gratulated the society on what had been done, on 
the progress of a spirit to patronize and support the 
plans of the society, and on the hope afforded of its 
useful effects, &c. Inconclusion he said— 
“The present moment is auspicious to our hopes 
—public expectation is directed towards it—the 
sentiments of our fellow-citizens thronghout the 
United States, favor our views, and the prayers of 
the pious are offered to the throne of the Most 
High, for a blessing upon our endeavors. Let us, 
then, press forward to the great object for which 
we are associated; and if the exalted work of bene- 
volence, in which we are engaged, should unex-’ 
pectedly fail in its accomplishment, let us exonerate 
ourselves from the imputation of a defect of zeal in 
our exertions to procure it.” 
After the general business of the society had been 
terminated, the following gentlemen were chosen 
officers for the ensuing year— 
PRESIDENT. 
The honorable Bushrod Washington. 
VICE PRESIDENTS. 
Hon. William H. Crawford, of Georgia. 
Hon. Henry Clay, of Kentucky. 
Hon. William Philips, of Massachusetts. 
Col. Henry Rutgers, of New-York. 


Hon. John E. Howard, of Maryland. 
Hon. John C Herbert, do. 
Isaac Mc Kim, esq. do. 


John Taylor, of Caroline, esq. Virginia. 
Gen. John Hartwell Cocke, do. 
Gen. Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee. 
Robert Ralston, esq. of Philadelphia. 
Right Rev. Bishop White, do. 
Gen. John Mason, District of Columbia. 
Samuel Bayard, esq. of New Jersey. ‘ 
Wiliam H. Fitzhug), of Virginia. 
MANAGERS, 

Rev. William Hawley 
Henry Foxall 
Jacob Hoffman 
William Thornton 
Thomas Dougherty 
Henry Ashton. 

Elias B. Caldwell, Secretary. 

John Underwood, Recording Secretary. 

Richard Smith, ‘Treasurer. 

New York, Dec. 25—The committee appointed 

at a late meeting to take measures for the coloniza- 
tion of the free blacks, have chartered the ship Eli- 


Francis §. Key 

Walter Jones 

Rev. Dr. James Laurie 
Rev. Dr. S. B. Balch 
Rev. Obad. B. Brown 





Jews.—Here they can have their Jerusalem, with- 





za, which lies at the foot of Libérty street, to carry 
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out such asare willing toembark. {here are al- 
ready 50 persons engaged to go from here, 50 from 
Philadelphia, and 70 from Virginia.— they contem- 
plate fixing the establishment at a place called 
Sherbugh, 100-miles south of Sierra Leone,in a fine 
climate and a fruiiful soil. A ship of war will con- 
vey them. his plan requires the assistance of ali 
persons interested in the project, and the commit- 
tee will call on them for donations in money, eloth- 
ing, provisions, agricultural instruments, furniture, 
or any thing useful, and a person is appointed to be 
on board of the Eliza to receive donations, 

Josera Bonaparte. The following is a transla- 
tion of a letter addressed by this gentleman, dated 
«Point Breeze, Jan. 8, 1820,” to “Wiliiam Snowden, 
esq. judge and justice oi the peace, Bordentown,” 

Sir: You have showed so much interest for me 
since I have been in this country, and especially 
since the event of the 4th instant, that I cannot 
doubt it willafford you pleasure to make known to 
vour fellow citizens, how much I feel all they have 
done for me on that occasion. Absent myself from 

‘my house, they collected by a spontaneous move- 
ment on the first appearance of the fire, which they 
combatted with united courage and perseverance; 
and, when they found it was impossible te extin- 
guish it, exerted themselves to save all the flames 
had not devoured before their arrival and mine 

All the funriture, statues, pictures, money, plate, 
gold, jewels, linen, books, andin short, every thing 
that was not consumed, has been most scrupulous- 
ly delivered into the hands of the peonle of my 
house. In the night of the fire, and during the next 
day, there were brought to me, by laboring men, 

rawers, in which [ have found the proper quantity 
of pieces of money, and medals of gold and valua- 
bie jewels, which might have been taken with im- 
punity. ‘This event has proved to me, how much 
the inhabitants of Bordentown appreciate the in- 
terest I have always felt for them; and shows that 
men, in general, are good, when they have not 
been perverted in their youth, by a bad education; 
when they maintain their dignity as men and feel 
that true greatness is in the soul, and depends upon 
ourselves. 

I cannot omit, on this occasion, to repeat, what I 
have said so often, that the Americans are without 
coniradiction, the most happy peopie I have known; 
still more happy if they understand well their hap- 
piness. 

I pray you not todoubt of my sincere regard. 
Yours, &c. JOSEPH, count de Survilliers. 


aPrJoseph Bonaparte is much beloved in this 
neighborhood, and the people have requited his 
kindness and liberality towards them in the man- 
ner above stated. 


REPRESENTATIVES CHAMBER. 

We are pleased with an opportunity of publish- 
ing the following account of the hall of represen- 
tatives, from the hand of a correspondent, whose 
impressions agree so well with ourown. [Wat. Int. 
Gentlemen—I have just »een to visit the hall of 
representatives in the south wing of the capitol, 
and cannot but think it the finest piece of archi- 
tecture (for the purpose intended) in the world. 
Lhave never been more gratified by the examina- 
tion of any specimen of art whatever. It is high- 
ly creditable to the great nation by which it has 
been erected, and to the architect and artist bv 
whom it has been designed and executed. After 


so much, it will not perhaps be amiss to give a brief 


— 


of such of your readers as may never have an op- 
portunity of viewing it. 

The room is semi-circular, and of considerable 
dimensions, both as to diameter and elevation; 


twenty-two massy columns and four pilasters, of 
Brecia, Potomac marble, as it is usually called, 
are erectéd on an elevated base of free stone, form- 


ing the area of the room.—-The capitals of those 

pillars are of Carrarian marble, were executed in 

Italy, and are very rich and beautiful. These sup- 
porta large and magnificent dome, in the centre of 
which is placed an ornamental cupola, that admits 
the light intothe hall from above. In the front of 
the speaker’s chair and over the entrance into the 
chamber, stands an allegorical figure, executed in 
Italian marble by Messrs. Franconi and Zaccina- 
nia, representing History, in the act of recording 
the proceedings of the nation. She stands in a 
winged car which seems to roll over a section 6f 
the celestial globe, exhibiting, in -basso relievo, 
the signs of the zodiac. The wheel of the car is 
intended as the face, of a clock, which is to be 
placed behind, and the front contains, in bas relief, 
a figure of Fame, and a profile bust of Washington. 
Above the speaker’s chair is acolossal figure of 
Liberty, in plaster, pointing to the hall below, and 
supported on herright by an American eagle, and 
on her left by the Roman fasces, which are partial- 
ly enveloped in the folds of aserpent. Immediate- 
ly under this figure, on the frieze, is carved in alto 
relievo, another eagle, in the attitude of fiying, ex- 
ecuted by an artist of great eminence, now no more. 

The ceiling of the dome is painted in a atyle of 
uncommon elegance, by signior Bunani, a young 
italian artist, and a pupil of the celebrated David of 
Paris, The design is somewhat similar to that of 
the dome of the Pantheon of Rome. The cupola, 
ad bordering below, are splendidly ornamented, 
and contrasied by the rich and massy columns be- 
neath,and the general finish and outline of the hall, 
produce an effect at once grand and imposing. 
Part of this beautiful ceiling has, unfortunately 
from the want of time, been left in an unfinished 
state; but the design, execution and coloring of the 
whole, reflect great credit on the artist, and must 
excite the admiration of every spectator. 

It is to be hoped that signior Bonani may be em- 
ployed to paint the upper dome or ceiling of the 
senate chamber, in the north wing of the capitol 
—anotier room, of all most equal splendor, and 
beauty. From the specimen he has given us of his 
taste, judgment and skill, in the painting just ex- 
ecuted, every one must desire to see him still fur- 
ther employed; and I am sure that every effort he 
makes will continue to add to the just and merited 
reputation he has acquired. AMATEUR. 

Capitol Hill, Oct. 14, 1819. 


CONGRESS. 


IN THE SENATE, 

January 21. The bill introduced by Mr. Thomas, 
to prohibit the extension of slavery in the territo- 
ries of the United States north and west of the pro- 
posed state of Missouri, was referred to a select com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Thomas, Burrill, John- 
son, of Ky. Palmer, and Pleasants. 

The engrossed bill to establish a district court in 
the state of Alabama, was taken up, when the blanks 
therein were so filled as to provide, that the salary 
of the judge be 2000 dollars, that of the U.S. attor- 
ney 400 dollars, and that of the marshal 250 dollars 
per annum; and,thus amended, the bill was passed, 








description of this chamber, for the information 





and sent to the other house for concurrence. 
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The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to continue the act to provide for reports of the de- 
cisions of the supreme court, (the blank im which 
had been previously filied so as to continue the act 
for five years,) and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading. (Passed next day.) 

The senate then again proceeded to consider the 
resolutions (introduced by Mr. Dickerson) so to 
amend the constitution ag to provide an uniform 
mode of electing electors of president and vice 
president of the United States, and representatives 
in congress; and on the question to engross the re- 
solution for a third reading, it was decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 27, noes 13. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
Missvuri bill, 

When Mir. Pinkney rose and spoke three hours | 
in favor of the admission of Missouri, without re- 
striction, without finishing his argument—and the 
senate adjourned until Monday. 

January 24. Mr. Wilson laid before the senate 
certain resolutions of the legislature of New Jer- 
sey, on the subject of prohibiting the existence of 
slavery in Missouri, &c. 

Mr. Logan also laid before the senate sundry re-, 
solutions on the same subject, adopted by the le- 
gislature of Kentucky, 

The othersubjects in order for to-day, were post- 
poned; and, then i 

The senate again took up the Missouri bill. 

Mr. Pinkney resumed the remarks which he com- 
menced on‘ Friday, in opposition to the proposed re- 
striction, and spoke nearly two hours.—Wheun be 
had concluded, 

Mr. Otis intimated a wish to reply to Mr. P. but 
as the senate, he said, after the intellectual ban- 
quet which they had just enjoyed, would have now 
little relish for’the plain fare which he could offer; 
he moved that the subject be postponed until to- 
morrow, which motion prevailed; and 

The senate went into the consideration of execu- 
tive business; after which, they adjourned. 

January 25. The vice-president having withdrawn 
from the chair of the senate, on an intended visit to 
his residence in New York, Mr. Gaillard, of South 
Carolina, was elected president of the senate, pro 
tempore. 

Mr. Rufus King, elected a senator from the state 
of New York, appeared, was qualified, and took his 
seat. 

Mr. Ozs addressed the senate this day, at consi- 
derable length, inreply to Mr. Pinkney, and in fa- 
vor of the restriction on Missouri. 

Mr. Smith, of 8. C. has the fioor, and will speak 
to-morrow on the same subject. 

Qn motion of Mr. Macon, it was 

Resolved, That the committee of finance be in- 
structed to prepare and reporta bill to remit the 
duties which may be payable on a statue of gen. 
Washington, tobe imported from Europe, execu- 
ted by the marquis Canova, for the state of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. Trimble communicated to the senate certain 
resolutions of the legislature of Ohio, in faver of the 
encouragement of domestic manufactures and of 
appropriations for roacs and canals. 

January 26. The resolutions of Mr. Dickerson for 
amending the constitution were further postponed 
until to-morrow; and the senate then resumed the 
eonsideration of the Missouri question. 

Mr. Smith of S. C. addressed the senate, at con- 
siderable length, in opposition to the restricti-n, 


mie 


HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan, 21. Nothing of importance transac- 

ted this day--a quorum was hardly kept im the - 
house, which adjourned at an early hour to hear 

Mr. Pinkney’s speech in the senate. 

Saturday, Jan. 22. A good deal of business of 
private nature was transacted. : 

Mr. Cooke submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency ofincreas- 
ing the salaries of the judges of the district courts 
of Indiana and Illineis. 

On the question to agree to the said resolution, 
it was decided in the negative. 

The house proceeded, on motion of Mr. Foot, to 
consider the resolution submitted by him yester- 
day, to instruct the judiciary committee to enquire 


| into the expediency of passing a law to regulate the 


election and return of members of this house; and 
on the question of adopting the resolution, it was 
decided in the negative. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Tomlinson in the chair, on the bili ma- 
king appropriations to supply the deficiency in the 
-appropriations heretofore made, for the comple- 
tion of the repairs of the north and south wings of 
the capitol, for finishing the president’s house, and 
the erection of two new executive offices; and the 
blanks having been filled, the bill was reportéd to 
the house, as amended, and ordered to be engross- 
ed fora third reading, 

The next order of the day was the bill to autho- 
rise the people of Missouri to form a state govern- 
ment, and for the admission of the state into the 
union; which, being called, 

Mr. Taylor moved its postponement to Monday 
the 31st inst.; when 

It was moved that the house adjourn; and 

The house adjourned. 

Monday, Jan. 24. After other business, of no 
immediate importance— 

Mr. ich rose, and observed, that, notwithstand- 
ing the conclusions which had been formed and re- 
ported by the committee on revolutionary pensions 
on the subject of the enquiry referred to them on 
the 15th of Dec. relative to the pension law of 
March 18, 1818, he yet hoped that further enquiry 
might produce a different result, and that some mo- 
dification might yet be made of that. act which 
would adapt its operation to the views of its fra- 
mers, &c. He therefore moved a resolution, that 
the committee of the whole house, to whom had 
been committed the report of the committee on re- 
volutionary pensions, made on the 4th instant, be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
and that it be referred to the committee of ways 
and means; which resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Cod6 of Georgia, laid the following resolu- 
tion on the table: 

Resolved by the senate and house af representatives 
of the United S:ates of Americain conzress assembled, 
two thirds of beth houses concurring, hat the follow- 
ing article be proposed to the legislatures of the 
several states as an amendment to the constitution 
of the United States, which, when ratified by three 
fourths of the said legislatures, shall be valid te ali 
intents and purposes, as part of the said constitu- 
tion, to wit. 

No senator or representative in the congress of 
the United States, shall, during the time for which 
he was elected, be appointed to any office under 
the authority of the United States. 





and in reply to its advocates; when he had conclud- 
ed, the senate acjaurned. 


On motion of Mr. Livermore, it was 


| esoived, Ti:at the committee on the post office 
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and post roads be instructed to enquire into the ex-{ were various details to be considered and decided, 


pediency of making alteration in the law that gives 
the right of franking to members and delegates of 
congress, 

On motion of Mr. Tracy, it was 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to inform this house, what loans, if 
any, have been made since the peace to private ci- 
tizens, of powder, lead, and other munitions be- 
longing to the government, of the army or navy, 
specifying the times, terms, objects, and extent of 
such loans; the names of the persons by whom, and 
to whom made; the different times of repayment, 
and also the amount of the ultimate loss, if any, 
likely to be incurred by the government in conse- 

uence thereof. 

‘The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a state- 
ment of the number of acres of land sold at the se- 
veral offices from their institution to the 30th Sep- 
tember last; rendered in obedience to a resolution 
of the house of the 10th instant; which report was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The engrossed bill making appropriations to sup- 
ply the deficit in the appropriations heretofore 
made for the completion of the repairs of the wings 
of the capitol, for finishing’the president’s house, 
and the creation of two new executive offices, was 
read a third time, and the question stated on its 
passage. 

A debate of about an hour ensued on this bill— 
not so much on the question whether it ought or 
eught not to pass, as on the circumstances which 
called for it. 

Mr. Johnson of Va. and Mr. Randolph argued 
against the practice of transferring and of exceed- 
ing appropriations, for specific objects, and against 
the responsibility assumed by the president in this 
case, of borrewing money for the purpose of com- 
pleting the public buildings. These gentlemen 
protested warmly against the unconstitutionality of 
such unauthorised exercises of power by the exe- 
cutive, their dangerous tendency, the culpability 
of permitting them, &c. that no executive officer 
had the power to pledge congress to make good 
sums which \e should raise and expend, without 
the authority of law, &c. &c. 

Messrs. Cob, Livermore, Taylor, Foot, Clageti 
and hea, although not at all differing from the for- 
mer gentlemen in the correctness of the doctrines 
they acvanced, supported this appropriation, and 
justified the steps on the part of the executive 
which had called for it; arguing that congress had 
required of the executive expressly to have these 
buildings repaired and rebuilt; that they had felt 
and expressed dissatisfaction because the capitol 
was not in readiness at the last session for the re- 
ception of congress. | 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill and carried, without a count, and the bill 
was sent tothe senate for concurrence. 

The bill to authorise the people of Missouri ter- 
ritory to form a constitution and state government, 
and providing for the admission of such state into the 
union, being the first order of the day, was announc- 
ed by the speaker. 

‘Mr. Taylor moved that the consideration of the 
bill be postponed to this day week, with the view 
ef waiting the decision of the senate on the bill now 
before them on this subject. 

This. motion brought on an animated debate of 
considerable length, in which the propriety of wait- 
ing the movements of the other house, or of pro- 
ceeding now to consider this bill; in which there! 


esides the principle now under debate inthe sen- 
te, &c. were discussed. 

The motion to postpone the bill was supported 
by the mover and Messrs. Livermore, Clagett and 
Cushman; and the postponement was opposed by 
Messrs, Scott, Lowndes, Brush, Cook, Floyd and 
Campbell, 

The question was at length decided in the nega- 
tive, by yeas and nays. 

For postponement 87 
Against it 88 

It was then moved by Mr. Holmes, that the house 
go into committee ot the whole on the said bill; 
but before the question was put on this motion, the 
house, about 4 o’clock adjourned. 

Tuesday, January 25—On motion of Mr. Allen, of - 
Mass. it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for securing to the several pensioners 
of the United States the benefits of their pensions, 
by exempting any moneys which may be paid 
on account of such pensions, from foreign attach- 
ment, set off, or other laws in the respective states, 
by which such moneys may be intercepted before 
the actualreceipt of them by such pensioner. 

Mr. Phelps offered the following resolution for 
adoption: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post-office 
and post-roads be instructed to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of providing, by law, that moneys received 
for postage shall be paid directly into the treasury 
of the United States, and that the post-master-gene- 
ral of the United States shall annually report to 
congress a list of all contracts which he may have 
made within the preceding year, for the transpor- 
tation of the mails, and specify, in such report, the 
name and residence of each contractor, the amount 
to be paid him, and distance embraced in each con- 
tract. 

After some little discussion, and once refusing to 
lay the resolution on the table, it took that course, 
and lies on the table. 

‘The house then, on the motion of Mr. Scott, re- 
solved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Baldwin in the chair, on the bill authorising the 
people of the Missouri territery to form a constitu- 
tion and state government, &c. 

$everalimportant propositions were successively 
nade in the course of the sitting, to amend the bill, 
and a great deal of discussion took place. 

The committee rose without deciding on any 
question, obtained leave to sit again, and 

The house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan. 26 — After other business— 

Mr. Butler, of N. H. submitted a proposition te 
alter the time of meeting in the morning to eleven 
o’clock; which, after a few observations from seve- 
ral gentlemen, was ordered to lie on the table. 

fhe house now meets at 12 o’clock.] 

The house then again went into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Baldwin in the chair, on the Missouri bill. 

the proposition under consideration was an a- 
mendment, offered yesterday, to the 2d section of 
the bill, by Mr, Storre, substantially, to alter the 
limits of the proposed state, so as to make the Mis- 
souri river the northern boundary thereof; [with the 
view of drawing a line on which those in favor of 
and those opposed to the slave restriction, might 
compromise their views. ] 

Mr. Storrs rose and withdrew the amendment 





which he had offered yesterday, andin lieu thereof 
submitted tiie following: 
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And provided further, andit is hereby enacted, That, | 


forever hereafter, neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, (except in the punishment of crimes, 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted,) 
shall exist in the territory of the United States, ly- 
ing north of the 38th degree of north latitude, and 
west of the river Mississippi, and the boundaris of 
the state of Missouri, as established by this act. Pro- 
vided, that any person escaping into the said terri- 
tory, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed 
in any of the states, such fugitive may be lawfully 
reclaimed, and conveyed, according to the laws of 
the United States in such case provided, to the per- 
son claiming his or her labor or service as afore- 
said. 

On this motion a debate ensued, of a desultory 
character. 

Messrs. Randolph, Lowndes, Mercer, Brush, 
Smith of Maryland, Storrs and Clay, successively 
followed each ether in debate. 

The question being taken on the motien of Mr. 
Storrs, was decided in the negative. 

The reading of the bill proceeded as far as the 
fourth section; when 

Mr. Taylor, of New York, proposed to amend 
the bill by incorpotating in that section the follow- 
ing provision: 

Section 4, line 25, insert the following after the 
word “states:”” “And shall ordain and establish that 
there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude in the said state, otherwise than inthe pu- 
nishment of crimes, whereof the, party shall have 
been duly convicted: Provided always, that any per- 
son escaping into the same, from whom labor or 
service is lawfully claimed in any other state, such 
fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed 
to the person claiming his orher labor or service 
as aforesaid; And provided, also, That the said pro- 
vision shall not be construedto alter the condition 
or civil rights of any person now held to service or 
labor in the said territory. 

The main question of the restriction on slavery 
in the future state of Missouri, being thus fully be- 
fore the house, and the usual hour of adjournment 
having arrived— 

The committee tose, reported progress, and ob- 
tained leave to sit again; and 

The house adjourned. 

The debate on this main question will be com- 
menced to-morrow by observations from My. Zuy- 
Jor, insupport of bis proposition. 


THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS---J aN. 27. 

In the senate—after other business, 

The senate resumed the Maine and Missouri bill: 
and Mr. Ruggles, Mr. Trimble, Mr. Morril, and Mr. 
Hogan, successively spoke to the question before 
the house. 

The further consideratian of the subject wasthen 
postponed to to-morrow; when Mr. /oderts takes | 
the floor again, in support of his motion for the re- 
striction on Missouri. 

The resolution proposing an amendment to the 
constitution of the United States, as it respects the 
choice of electors of president and vice president 
ofthe United States, and the election of the repre- 
sentatives in the congress of the United States, be- 
ing read the third time— 


After the failure of an attempt to amend the re- 
Solution—the question was taken upon it, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Brown, Burrill, Dana, Dicker- 





son, Eaton, Edwards, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson of 


y. Johnson of Lou. King of Alab, King of N. Y.| pre vious to this incident, had been dry; -the night 


Lanman, Logan, Macon, Mellen, Morril, Otis, Pal- 
mer, Parrott, Pinkney, Sanford, Stokes, Thomas, 
Tichenor, Trimble, Van Dyke, Williams of Miss. 
Williams of Ten.—29. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Barbour, Elliott, Gaillard, 
Leake, Lloyd, Lowrie, Pleasants, Roberts, Ruggles, 
Smith, Taylor, Walker of Alab. Walker of Geo.—153. 

So the resolve passed by the requisite vote of 
two-thirds of the senators present, and was sent 
to ithe house of representatives for concurrence. 

And the senate adjourned. 

In the house of representatives. Mr, Floyd of Va. 
submitted for consideration the following resolution: 

‘Resolved, That the president of the United 
States he requested to cause to be communicated 
to this house, if in his opinion consistent with the 
public good; whatsoever information he may pos- 
sess, relative to the extent of territory which the 
instructions of the minister plenipotentiary of his 
catholic majesty authorised him to cede to the Uni- 
ted States in his negociation with the secretary of 
state, which resulted in the treaty of 22nd of Feb- 
ruary last; and like wise at what period he obtained 
that informatien.” | 

Which, after debate, the house refused to agree 
to, on the ground that the president had already 
communicated all the facts that he deemed impert- 
ant to this matter—ayes 67, noes 88. 

The order of the day on the Missouri bill being 


announced--- 


Mr. Foot, of Connecticut, moved the postpone- 
ment of the order of the day to this day week. His 
object was, in the mean time, to consider, in the 
hope oi its adoption, a proposition for the prohibi- 
tion of the further introduction of slavery west of 
the Mississippi. Shouldsucha measure be adept- 
ed, the territories in that quarter would be placed 
on the same footing as the ordinance of 1787 had 
placed the north western territory. The question 
now agitated in congress might then perhaps be left 
to the good sense of the people of the states to be 
formed out of that territory; and should any question 
oresent itself on the subject of admission of slavery 
into any such state, it might be left for the proper 
tribunal, the supreme court, to determine it. 

After debate, the motion to postpone was nega- 
tived, because it would only tend to procrastinate 
an interchange of opinions on the subject—and Mr. 
Baldwin was called to the chair, of a committee of 
the whole, on the bill for authorising the people of 
Missouri to form a constitution, &c.—Mr. Taylor’s 
motion to amend the bill by imposing a restriction 
on slavery being under consideration— 


Mr. Taylor, of New York, delivered a speech ia 
support of his motion, which occupied about two 
hours. 

Mr. Holmes of Massachusetts followed, and spoke 
some time agaiast the right of congress to impose 
the restriction. Before Mr. H. had concluded he 
gave way for a motion for the committee to rise; and 

The committee rose, obtained leave to sit again,- 
and 

‘The house adjourned. 





CHRONICLE. 

Fire at Savannah. The details of this dreadful 
calamity add little to the interest which the extent of 
the conflagration has already excited. There seems 
ta have been a want of decisive measures at its 
cemmencement, The account says—“The season 
for four months (with the exception of two rains) 
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was cold, anda brisk breeze from W.N. W. which 
was soon increased by the effect of the fire.—Seve- 
rai of the adjoining houses were soon affected, and 
then almost instantly in flames. the wind now be- 
came strong, and whirled into the air, with agitated 
violence, large flakes of burning shingles, boards 
and otber light substance, which, alighting ata 
distance, added confusion to the other terrors of 
the-conflagration. The use of water was now ren- 
dered totally vain, its common extinguishing pow- 
er seemed to be tost—Torrents of flame rolled 
irom house to house, witha destructive rapidity 
which bid detiance to all human controul; and indi 

vidual-exertions were from this time almost sus- 
pended, and principally pointed towards the se- 
curing private property.” 

Aithe market square, there was a hope of arrest- 
ing it—but it was believed that large quantities of 
sunpowder were in some of the shops there, and 
the’ people abandoned this part of the iown to its 
fate. Dreadful explosions, with the scattering of 
burning fragments, soon convinced the people that 
they hadacted prudently. After this the element 
raged uncontrouled, This powder is. satd to have 
caused a loss of property to the amount of a mil- 
lion! A solemn warning to other cities; to see that 
the laws be observed. 

itis ascertained that four hundred and sixty three 
tenements, not including out-buildings, have been 
destroyed, and upona calculation nicely made, the 

ositive loss is estimated at four millions of dollars 
—-but the direct and indirect loss it is supposed will 
amount to ten millions! 

Only two persons lost their lives and only two 
were injured during the fire.—The city council had 
directed the pulling down of the old walls and 
chimneys. 

A list of the names of the sufferers is given—the 
names alone fill nearly acolumn in a newspaper. 
~ The loss isso great that the liberality ofthe citi- 
zens of tbe United States cannot be expected to re- 
pair it, but somethimy may be done to alleviate dis- 
tress. At a public meeting of tie citizens of Charles- 
ion, it was voted that the intendant (or mayor) of 
the city should immediately forward ten thousand 
dollars for the relief of the sufferers—5000 dollars 
was also voted for the sufferers by the late fire at 
Wilmington, N. C. 

Shipwrecks. We seldomrecollectto have heard 
of so many disasters as have recently happeied on 
our coast, and to the loss of property, from the se- 
verity of the weather, the loss of life is oftem mourn- 
fully added. Inone vessel from Halifax for Boston, 
17 persons were lost. The Helen, from Bordeaux 
for New York, was also wrecked, and 6 passenger's, 
the captain, steward and cabin boy, either drowned 
vr frozen to death. 

New Fork. At a meeting of 64 members of the 
legislature of New York, convened for the purpose 
of recommending a suitable candidate in opposition 
to Vir. Clinton, as governor of the state, vice presi- 
dent Tompkins was almost unaitimously agreed 
upon at the first ballot, having 52 votes. The 
election comes on in April next. 

Certain reductions of salaries are contemplated, 
by which there will be a saving to the state of 50000 


-dollars*a year.—Yet thie salaries would still appear 


tobe liberal. The membersof the legislature are 
to receive four dollars a day. 

Delaware. Mr. Molleston, who was elected go- 
vernor of this state, having died before he entered 
upon the duties of his office, it was thought that the 

uestion, who should be governor? would be solv- 
ed with diffigulty, as the constitution made no pro- 


vision ina contingeney like this—but we see that 
the speaker of the senate, Jacob Stout, esq. hasas- 
sumed the duties of the office. 

the U.S. ship Erie arrived at New York last 
week, from the Mediterranean. ~Left the squadron 
allwell. Passengers com. Macdonough, capt. Bal- 
lard, capt. J. Nicholson, capt. Gallagher and lieut. 
Page, the gentlemen who composed the court mar- 
tial about whose proceeding'’s some differences 
have occurred. 


' Cotton, in considerable quantities, is expected at 
Cincinnati trom the northern parts of Alabama. 

Maj. Bradford, who commands at the United 
States post on the Arkansaw, Nas interposed his 
authority and prevented a war between the Chero- 
Kees and the Osages—eausing the former to restore 
certain prisoners and horses which they had stolen 
from the latter. The garrison at this place has 
principally supplied itself with provisions—-Buffalo 
is plenty, and there was 4000 bushels of corn on 
hand. 

The military road, opening from the Tennessee 
river tolake Ponchartrain, is nearly completed—- 
that is, by far the most difficult part of the work 
has been performed. ‘the two points of the road 
finished are now about. 140 milestrom each other, 
and it is expected that they will be united during 
the present winter. 

Canada, (without designing to impute any thing 
detrimental to the character of the civil government 
or people thereot) has long been the general asylum 
of unauthorised counterfeiters of money, in the shape 
of bank notes Several banks have lately been es- 
tablished in Canada, and we sce that counterfvits 
on the bank of Quebec are already in circulation. 


Fire. The valuable cotton mill, belonging to the 
Patapsco company, of Baltimore, and situated about 
nine miies from this city, was burnt on the morning 
of the 21st inst.—supposed to be the work ofan in- 
cendiary, Loss $200,000. It wasone of the best 
milis inthe U 8. and by its destruction many per- 
sons are thrown out of employment, 


Oysters. A tavern keeper at Buffalo, on lake 
Erie, advertises that he furnishes “oyster suppers 
to parties of gentlemen, in the first style, at short 
notice!” Buffalo was such aremote point before the 
late war, that it was hardly known even to the peo- 
ple ef New York. 


Major general Ripley has resigned his command 
in the army, and intends to settle in Missouri, 


Barataria. We \earn that Lafitte has lately re- 
ceived a commission from gen. Long—that he (La- 
fitte) has four or five small vessels, generally cruiz- 
ing, and about 2 or 300 men. Two open boats, beat- 
ing commissions of gen. Humbert from Galvezton, 
having robbed a planter on the Marmento river, of 
negroes, money, &c. were captured in the Sabine 
by the boats ofthe U. S. schooner Lynx—6 of the 
men are now in custody awaiting their trial—one 
was hung by Lafitte. The Lynx also captured a 
small Galvezton privateer and her prize, that had 
been fora length of tame smuggling in the Mar- 
mento. 

Died, at Charleston, S, C. on the 8th instant. Mrs. 
Starr Barrett, aged one hundred and twenty vears 
—a Jewess, born in one of the Barbary states in the 
year 1699, but since the year 1780 a resident of 
Charleston. 


, on the Ist ult. near Annapolis, Md. Tho- 
mas Lane, aged 107 years—born within 5 miles of 
the place on which he died. Until a few months past 











was able to doconsiderable business on his farin.. 
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Legislature of New-York. 


Speech of his excellency governor CxirnTox, to the 
two houses of the leyislattre, at the opening of 
the session. 


tentlemen of the senate and of the assembly— 

Since the last session of the legislature, tlie dis- 
tresses of the community have continued to en- 
crease; and in consequence of the general uneasi- 
yess excited by this unpropitious state of things, 
meetings have been held in various places-to soli- 
cit your interposition. Immediately on the termi- 
nation of the late war, 8 fatal blow was given to 
the manufacturing interest by the importation of 
vast quantities of foreipa fabrics, neither required 
by our wants for our comforts. In all sections of 
the country, and in all descriptions of society, the 
progress of extravaganee and luxury has been a- 
larming. In individuals, expenditure has exceed- 
ed income; and in our collective capacity, as a 
nation, the aggregate value of our exported pro- 
ductions has been greatly inferiér to the cost of 
foreign commodities. Vhe demands of foreign 
markets for the products of agriculture have been 
diminished by a state of general peace; and the 
pernicious multiplication of banking institutions 
and the inordinate diffusion of a paper currency, 
hiave produced the most serious calamities. In Cca- 
ses of this description, government may alleviate 
but can never remove the evils. The conservative 
power overt the genera’ good is at all times vested 
in the great body of the people, and in the present 
crisis it consists, most emphatically, in the retrench- 


ment of our expensed and in the augmentation of! 


our industry. The sources of the prosperity of 
nations, as well as of the happiness of individuals, 
must be formed and cherished at home. ‘The sea- 
son of suffering cannot, however, be of long dura- 
tion. A vast capital, now unproductive and unem- 
ployed, will soon be applicd to animate the efforts 
of useful industry; andsthe renovating power, and 
enterprizing spirit of our country, must predomi- 
nate over the obstacles which have conspired to 
check its prosperity. Whatever measures you 
may adopt, will, I am confident, be marked by a 
sacred regard for private right and public utility. 


And I would suggest to you whether a portion of 


out funds might not be usefully employed in loans 
for the purpose of alleviating the pressure on the 
community, 

The favorable condition of the treasury and the 
high credit of the state are equally subjects of con- 
gratulation. With the continuance of our present 
system of finance, we will, Iam persuaded, be en- 
abled to defray the expense of governnient, to 
evince the tisual munificence of the state, and to 
prosecute otir internal improvements without any 


resort to new burthens, and with a reduced rate of 


interest, 

The law which was passed at the last session for 
the encouragement of agriculture, has fully realiz- 
ed the patriotic views of the legislature, The in- 
stitution of a board to superintend that important 
pursuit, with authority té teceive and communi. 
cate useful information, arid to dispense the méans 
of valuable improvement, will always be considered 
kn important erain our history; and the encourage- 

Vou, XVU. 26, 





ment of local institutions by the appropriation of 
a premium-fund for the best and most abundant 
products, has already excited an unrivalled spirit 
of emulation and exertion. ‘J'wenty-seven counties 
have drawn from the treasury the monies allotted 
for that purpose, and forty-one have established 
agricultural associations. The universal interest 
which thissubject has created, and the extraordi« 
nary benefits which it has dispensed, may be seen 
in the exhibitions and competitions for premiums; 
in the combinations of practical and scientific men; 
in the luminous discourses of the presiding officers; 
inthe vast collection of citizens ut the places as- 
signed for meeting; in the improved quality 
and increased quantity of our commodities; and 
particularly in such unprecedented and abundant 
products as to induce a belief that, in some instan- 
ces, agriculture has nearly attained its utmost per- 
fection, by raising the greatest possible quantity 
of produce, at the least comparative expense. 
The excellence of this system may, however, be 
greatly improved by extending the duration, aug 
menting the fund, and enlarging the power of the 
superintending board. A statistical survey, descri}- 
ing the actual condition, and developing the pos- 
sible improvement of the state, may be easily ef- 
fected through this institution; and I know cf no 
measure better calculated to promote our cardinal 
interests, to encaurage our agriculture, manufac. 
tures and trade; to illustrate our resources; to ad- 
vance natural science and pelitical philosophy; and 
to elevate the character of our country- 

Experience has evinced the precarious and fluc- 
tuating nature of foreign markets for the dispusal 
of our products. Even in the most prosperous 
times of our commerce, and inseasons of the great- 
est foreign deimand, there was at least twice as 
much grain consumed in this state alone as was ex- 
ported from all the United States. The principal 
surplus of agricultural productions, not required 
for the use of the agricultural interest, must be 
either consumed at home, or lost tothe cultivater. 
Foreign commetce may co-operate in creating flou- 
rishing Atlantic cities; but internal trade must erect 
our towns on the lakes and rivers, and our inland 
villages; and internal trade must derive its princi- 
pal aliment from the products of our agriculture 
anti manufactures. As the protection of the fo- 
reign and of the cartying trade, two of the great 
bratiches of commerce; is exclusively entrusted to 
the national government, the state authorities can- 
rot extend their power beyond the encouragement 
cf the heme trade, by cherishing the agricultural 
and manufacturing interests, and promoting the 
channels of communication; and the co-operation of 
the general administration for the attainment of 
these invaluable ends, is to a certain extent, all- 
important. 

‘the reciprocal dependence of the great depart. 
ments of productive itidustry, is a wise dispeisa- 
tion of Providence to extend the sphere of human 
usefulness, to animate and multiply the motives for 
activity, and to cement the fabric of huthan society. 
The successful progress of the important channels 
of communication now opening in the state, will 





have a benign influence, not only in producing 


~ 





facility and cheapness of transportation for the “e . 
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ceeds of labor, but also in creating markets for 
their consumption. Already do we perceive the 
establishment of villages on the borders of the great 
canal; avd the raw materials of the husbandman, 
obtained with comparative ease and cheapness by 
the manufacturer, will be converted into articles of 
accommodation and comfort. This, in time, will 
establish, ona solid foundation, an important in- 
terest, which will use the fruits of agriculture, as 
well in the fabrication of commodities, as in the 
sustenance of human life. And thus, by the reci- 
procal action of benign influences, the great de- 
partments of productive labor will harmoniously 
co-operate in creating individualand national upu- 
lence. ‘The carriers, buyers, and venders, of our 
commodities will constitute an important class in 
the interior; and the great accession to the other 
ptefessions and pursuits, and the general augmenta- 
tion of our population in consequence of our grow- 
ing prosperity, will enable us te carry ona vast sys- 
tem of internal trade, which willin a great measure 
supersede the necessity of foreign markets. 
The middle section of the Western canal, includ- 
ing a lateral canal to Salina, and comprising a dis- 
tance of more than 96 miles, has been completed. 
On the 23d day of October last, the cornniissioners 
navigated it from Utica to Rome, and found their 
most sanguine expectations ralized in tlre celerity, 
economy and excellence of the execution; and on 
the 24th November the Champlain canal was also 
im a vavigable state. In less than two years and 
five months 120 miles of artificial navigation have 
been finished; and thus the physical, as well as 
financial practicability of uniting the watcrs of the 
western and northern lakes with the Atlantic ocean, 
has been established beyond the reach of doubt or 
cavil, The efforts of direct hostility to the system 
of internal improvements will in future be feeble. 
Honest and well disposed men, who have hitherto 
entertained doubts, have yielded them to the un- 
paralleled success of this measure. But as there 
is great reason to apprehend the exertions of 
imsidious enmity, I consider it my solemn duty to 
warn you against them. As the canal proceeds to 
the west, the country east will of course be ac- 
commodated, and in proportion to its progress to 
completion, in that ratio will it be considered more 
easy to combine a greater mass of population against 
its further extension. Attempts have already been 
made to arrest its progress west of the Seneca river, 
and itis highly probable that they will be renewed 
when the work is finished to the Genesee. As the 
bétfefits of artificial or improved navigation are 
rendered more obvious by experience, efforts wil] 
be made to obtaia sppropriations for great loca! 
accommodations, and while good men will endeavor 
to acquire them witb honest views and for patriotic 
~ purposes, they will receive the countenance of per- 
sons of a different description, who, in furtherance 
of sclfish designs, will strive to destroy the great 
fabric of internal improvements by withdrawing or 
dispersing the fund appropriated for its support. 
Under a full persuasion that the honor and pros. 
perity of the state imperiously demand the comple- 
tion of the whole «+ this great work, and that if we 
are just to ourselves and to posterity, it will be 
effected in five years, | am happy to assure you 
that the decided and prudent measures of the canal 
commissioners in October last, are in full accordance 
with these impressions. At that meeting they 
directed that portion of the western section, which 
extends from the Seneca river to Rochester on the 
Genesee river, and that portion of the eastern section 
which commences at the eastern termination of the? 


dies . = > 


middle section, and reaches to the easi side oi the 
Little Falls, to be marked out as part of the great 
western canal, and to be contracted for as such: 
and considerable progress has been already made in 
these important operations. 

‘The whole length of the western section is 


about one hundred and sixty-three miles, and of 


the eastern about ninety-seven: and, notwithstand- 
ing the disparity of the distance, it is estimated 
that the expense of each will be about the same, 
making, in the aggregate, four millions of dollars, 
the object and tendency of that measure of the 
canal commissioners must be obvious; ane policy 
as well as justice, concurred in recommending iis 
adoption. By operating in both directions, a solemn 
pledge is given of our determination to finish the 
whole canal; sectional jealousies are allayed; the 
advantages arising from pecuniary expenditures aré 
impartiaily dispensed; and every advance of the 
work, in either way, will facilitate communication. 
rhe completion of the middle section has already 
opened markets for a fertile and extensive region. 
The expense of conveying a barrel of flour by land 
to Albany from the country about the Cayuga lake, 





was more than twice as much as the exportation of 
one from’ New-York to Liverpool; and the differ- 
ence between the former and the present cost of 
conveyance will not only remunerate the manu- 
facturer, but afford an increased compensation to 
the agriculturalist, independently of the rise of the 
commodity in value, from its being furnished with 
a good market. It is believed that our Atlantic 
country will soon be supplied with salt from the 
west, cheaper than from abroad, and the revenue 
from the salt works, appropriated to the construc- 
tion of the canal, already exceeds the most favora- 
ble estimates, and shews conclusively the impgrt- 
ance of this communication to the accommodation 
of a vast country. In the progress of the canal, 
evpsum of the best quality has been discovered; 
and it is ascertained that this region contains a 
sufficient quantity of this invaluable mineral, for 
the supply of the whole United States. Hereto- 
fore, the principal ingredients of hydraulic mortar 
were procured at a great expense from abroad for 
the construction of locks; but a species of limestone 
has been found, dispersed over the whole country, 
admirably adapted for water cement, and entirely 
superseding the necessity of a foreign supply.— 
Stone for the construction of locks, culverts, 
bridges, and aqueducts, is also found in abundance: 
and it is confidently believed, as well from the 
geological character of this region, as from various 
other indications, that coal wiil be discovered amply 
sufficient for domestic uses and manufscturing 
establishments. The animation which this work, 
in its present unfinished state, has givén to our 
internal trade, cannot be duly appreciated without 
the advantages of personal observation, nor can all 
its blessings be realized or displayed, until years of 
experience have passed away. 

It is a subject of high felicitation to observe the 
energies of our sister states directed in a similar 
way to the promotion of the general prosperity. 
The Carolinas and Virginia have adopted wise and 
vizorous measures for the advancement of inland 
communication; and some of the western states have 
been equaliv decided and public spirited. An union 
of the waters of the Hlinoisriver and Lake Michigan, 
and a connection between Lake Erie and the Ohic, 
in the direction of Sandusky and Scioto rivers, are 
seriously contemplated. While measures so honor- 
able to our sister states must always command our 





best wishes, and secure our highest approbation, 
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Jet us be deeply impressed with the importance of 
attending to improvements of a similar character, 
Communications between the waters of Lake Ontario 
and the western canal, between the river St. Law- 
rence and Lake Champlain, and between the Sus-, 
quehannah river and the Seneca lake, will accom- 
modate important and respectable portions of our 
population, deserving, as well from their enterpriz- 
ing industry as public spirited character, every at- 
tention from the government.’ The improvements 
of the Oswego river; the establishment of a harbor 
at Buffalo; and the draining of the Cayuga marshes, 
have received that consideration which was due to 
subjects so werthy of the favorable attention of 
the canal commissioners; and the results of their 
measures will be communicated to yoy-as soon as 
possible. 

The beard of commissioners, constituted by an 
act of last session, to report a plan for improving the 
navigation of the Hudson river, bave attended to 
the important business assigned to them. The low 
state of the waters was favorable to their opera- 
tions, and evinces, beyond a doubt, the necessity of 
your benign interposition, (which indeed cannot be 
too earnestly incu!cated) as you will perceive from 
the proceedings of this board, which will be pre- 
sented to’ you. 


By the act respecting navigable communications 
between the great western and northern Lakes and 
the Atlantic ocean, passed the 15th April, 1817, a 
tax of $250,000 is directed to be imposed upon the 
Jands lying within twenty-five miles on each side 
of the canals, from the Mohawk to the Seneca river, 
and from Lake Champlain to the Hudson, And by 
the act concerning the great western and northern 
canals, passed on the 7th of April last, this assessment 
is suspended until the further order of the legisla- 
ture. In operations of this nature, it must neces- 
sarily follow that particular portions of territory 
will receive extraordinary benefits. But with the 
augmentation of their wealth, their ability to con- 
tribute to the public burthens will be proportionally 
enhanced, and consequently the taxes in other 
places will be correspondently diminished. And 
it is submitted to you whether it comports with the 
magnanimity of government to resort to partial or 
local impositivns, in order to defray the expenses 
of a magnificent work, identified with the general 
prosperity. 

The improvement of natural, and the prosecu- 
tion of artificial navigation ought not, however, to 
divert your attention from the establishment of 
roads and bridges, so much demanded by the wants 
of new settlements, the convenience of all descrip- 
tions of people and the primary interests of society, 
Every judicious improvement of this nature in- 
creases the value of land, enhances the price of 
commodities, and augments the public wealth. In 
the varying state of things in new countries, which 


- 


academies, colleges, and learned institutions; to pro- 
mote the views of benevolence in the administration 
of healing to the sick, of comfort to the poor and 
of instruction to the ignorant, it is necessary that 
a system of economy and retrenchment should be 
adopted and applied to all the measures of govern- 
ment and all the channels of expenditure. Good 
examples ought to,emanate from those whom the 
people have honored with their confidence and 
invested with their authority. Considering the 
reduced prices of all the necessaries and comforts 
of life, and the pecuniary distresses of the times, 
1 think that the period has now emphatically ar- 
rived, when no objection ought to be made against 
a reduction of the compensation of the officers of 
government and the members of the legislature.— 
The apphcation of economy ought to be general 
and impartial; afd it is respectfully submitted to 
you, whether it be not advisable to shorten your 
sessions, as the expense of the legislative depart- 
ment exceeds that of the executive and judicial 
combined, And as almost all important statutes 
are passed at the close of vour meetings, the short 
interval between that period and the ensuing elec. 
tion, renders it impossible for your e¢onstituents to 
obtain accurate information of the character of the 
laws and the conduct of their representatives, be- 
fore they are called upon to pronounce an opinion 
by thein suffrages. Under these impressions, it is 
suggested whether it would not be expedient to 
contract the duration of your session at least one 
half, and in furtherance of this important object, 
whether it would not be advisable to omit the 
answer to the speech of the governor. He is re- 
quired by the constitution to “inform the legisla. 
ture at every session” of the condition of the state 
so far as may respect his department, and to recom- 
mend such matters to their consideration as shall 
appear te him to concern its good government, 
welfare and prosperity, and custom has prescribed 
a personal instead of a written communication, per- 
haps as being most respectful to the representa- 
tives of the people. But answers are not demand- 
ed by the constitution, nor by expediency, and 
besides prolonging the session, and frequently 
interrupting its harmony, they exhibit formality 
and pageantry not altogether well adapted to the 
simplicity of our republican institutions. 

With a view to illustrate the influence of our im- 
provemeuyts in the administration of our civil and 
criminal justice, I have caused certain enquiries to 
be addressed to the clerks of counties and the 
district attornies; and their answers, which will be 
laid before you, contain some suggestions of an 
interesting character on the subject of our civil 
and criminal jurisprudence, and demonstrate the 
wisdom of the measures that have been adopted. 
itis certain that prosecutions, evenin justices’ courts 
with enlarged jurisdictions have greatly diminished, 
and that the extortions and oppressions of a few 





must necessarily arise from the flow of population,| who derived their support from the tears of mis- 


the extension of settlement and the fluctuation of 
capital, the application of different measures, at 


fortune and the calamities of indigence, have been 
almost entirely suppressed. And I think it on this 


different times, may be requisite, A good govern-| occasion due to justice to state that the previsions 
ment will always consider with peculiar benevolence | jy these cases have received the decided approba- 


the hardships and sufferiags of the first settlers of | ¢:5, of the most res 


a country; and its dssposition to dispense relief will 


and public policyy 


In order, however, to accomplish important im- 
provements; to advance the great interests of 
productive industry; to establish the means of 
conveyance by land as well as by water; to dissemi- 
pate literature and science; to patronize schools 


alee! Neh WI" | profession. 
only be limited by the great Jandmarks of justice | 


pectahle members of the legal 


In solictting your attention to the recommenda. 
tions heretofore submitted to you with respect to the 


| amelioration of our penitentiary system, as well in 


/its organization as its administration, I cannot but 
/ express my gratification at the arrangements for 
solitary cells, and separate dormitories in the state 
prison at Auburn, Great improvements must be 
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elicited by the lights of experience; and we have; salutary influence. A populous city, like News 


the satisfaction of knowing that our mild system, 
with all its imperfections, 1s better adapted to pro- 
mote the ends of criminal justice than the sanguina- 
ry code which formerly disgraced our country. _m 
no country in the world are there fewer robberies, 
arsons and murder, than in this, and our observation 
has shown that, while it is impossible to extirpate 
crimes, it is possible to diminish their number and 
to mitigate theirferocity. In addition to my form- 
er suggestions, permit me to recommend, as highly 
important, a moral classification of criminals, with 
distinctive appellations and accommodations, ac- 
cording to their grades of guilt. And if the par- 
doning power be confined to the best of the pro- 
posed divisions, a powerful appeal will be made to 
the hopes and fears, the enjoyments and privations 
of the prisoners, and a continual incentive to refor- 
mation will be in full operation. 

As our present criminal code does not sufficient- 
ly provide against the consequences which may. 


result from carrying secret arms and weapons, | 


whereby human life may be endangered, or des- 
troyed in sudden affrays or in premeditated injuries, 
I would stggest this subject to your consideration 
with a full persuasion that it is a delicate one, and 
that unless it is judiciously treated, an essential right 
of every free citizen may be impaired or invaded. 


The bank for savingsin the city of New York, in- 
stituted at the last session, to cherish meritorious 
industry, to encourage frugality and retrenchment, 
and to promote the welfure of families, the cause of 
morality and the good order of society, has already 
manifested its claims to your confidence by an accu- 
mulation of more than one hunded and fifty thousand 
dollars in small deposites; and by shedding a benign 
influence on society. The application of this in- 
stitution to authorise leans on real estate, as wel] 
as any other provisions, subservient to its salutary 
objects, will undoubtedly receive your sanction. 


Having had an opportunity to judge in a number 
of cases, from personal observation, of the condition 
of the militia, it has afforded me great satisfaction to 
witness their rapid improvement. There are se- 
veral provisions which might be usefully adopted, 
and there are some defects with respect to the im- 
position and collection of fines and the dissolution of 
artillery companies, which require your notice, 
But as the consideration of all subjects relating ta 
our physical force will necessarily he submitted to 
committees, 2 more detailed view can be presented 
tothem, by the appropriate departments. At some 
turnpike gates, toll is demanded from the militia 
when repairing to their places of rendezvous. As 
thisis a departure from a generalrule, and an unne- 
cessary increase of their burtbens, I submit it to your 
consideration whether the evil ought not to be 
removed, 


The pestilence which threatened the health of 
the metropolis, and which had commenced the 
work of destruction, was arrested, under the bless- 
sing of Almighty God, byjthe prudent and energetic 
measures of the board of health. A difference of 
opinion exists and much controversy has taken 
place with respect to the origin and nature of the 
disease. Without any reference to the merits of 
discordant theories, it is sufficient to observe that all 
unite in recommending the utmost attention to the 
purification of our cities. For, whether the disease 
emanate from abroad or originate at home, it is uni- 
versally admitted that it is aggravated and extend- 
ed by the want of cleanliness. The establishment 


| York, can never furnish within its own hmits the 
| sources of pure and wholesome water. Aqueducts 


in all cities where the public health and the gene- 
ral comiart have been duly consulted At differ- 
ent times the river Bronx and the Saw-mill Creek, 
in the county of Westchester, have been explored 
and examined in reference to the accommodation 
ofthe city of New York, and there is little doubt 
that both, if not either of those streams, will be am. 
ply sufficient. Whatever measures you may devise 
or whatever assistance you can render to promote 
the health of that important portion of our popula- 
tion, will [am confident be cheerfully performed. 

I present to you my cordial congratulations o 
the flourishing condition of our schools of educa- 
tion and seminaries of learning. From the primary 
institutions where instruction is initiated, to the col, 
leges where it is consummated, the propitious in- 
fluence of knowledge isobservable. Much indeed 
has been done to promote the interests of educa, 
tion, but in such a case liberality will rarely dege- 
nerate into profusion. the stability and duration of 
of republican goverament depend upon the ascen- 
dancy of knowledge and virtue. The mind duly en- 
lightened, and the heart properly cultivated, can 
never submit to anarchy or despotism. 

While on this important subject of instruction, } 
cannot omit to call yourattentian tothe academy 
for female education which was incorporated last 
session at Waterford, and which, under the super- 
intendence of distinguished teachers, has already 
attained great usefulness and prosperity. As this 
is the only attempt ever made in this country to 
promote the education of the female sex by the pa- 
tronage of government; as our first and our besi 
impressions are derived fram maternal affection; 
and as the elevation of the female character is inse- 
parably connected with happiness at home and re- 
spectability abroad, I trust that you will not be de- 
terred by common place ridicule from extending 
your munificence to this meritorious institution. 
The constitution of this state was formed nearly 
forty three years ago. And considering the circum, 
stances under which it was established, in the midst 
of war and commotion, and without the benefits of 
much experience in representative government, it 
is nota little surprising that it is so free from imper- 
fection. Attempts have been made at various times 
to call conventions to introduce alterations, which 
have only succeeded in a single instance, probably 
fram an apprehension that an innovating spirit 
might predominate, and destroy instead of consoli- 
dating this temple of freedom and safety. Parties 
are the natural offspring of republican government. 
Wherever freedom exists, it will be manifested in 
differences of opinion with,respect to the best mode 
of promoting public welfare. And whenthese con- 
tentions spread over society, they form parties; and 
mingling sometimes with private views and local 
interests, degenerate into faction, which seeks its 
gratification in violation of morality, and at the ex- 
pense of the general good. And such is the prone- 
ness of human nature to cherish the spirit of con- 
tention, that we often see the continuance of par- 
ties after the cessation of the producing causes. 
While this state has made rapid and signal advan- 
ces in prosperity, it has heen more obnoxious to 
the excitement of party than any member of the 
federal union, Even during the gloomy periods 
of the revolution, this spirit was exhibited in a vasie- 
ty of shapes, and since that time it has scarcely 
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ever ceased to agitate society. After giving full 


conveying waters from a distance have been used. 
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weight to the operation of other assignable causes, 
we are forced to conclude that there is a radical 
defect in the constitution of our government; that 
it either wants some essential check against the 
progress of party, or that it contains in its arrange- 
ment the elements of discord and excitement. The 
assembly, which is the most numerous branch of 
the legisluture and whichis annually chosen, elects 
every year, from the senate, four persons, who, to- 
gether with the governor, constitute a council of 
appointment. The offices in the gift of this council 
are remunerated by salaries or fees to the amount 
of a million of dollars annually. Combinations will 
be formed to obtain the control of this enormous 
patronage. And they willattempt to influence, in 
the first place, the elections of the people by dicta- 
ting, under the forms and discipline of party; se- 
condly, the selection of the appointing pewer; and 
thirdly, the operations of that institution, And when 
no Jeading measures of the government have been 
impeaced, and no important differences of opinion 
pretended, endeavors are not unusual to cherish 
the spirit of discord’ by conjuring up the shades of 
departed controversy, by appealing to the vindic 
tive feelings of disappointment, or exciting the 
cravings of ambition and cupidity, With this prin- 
ciple of irritation in our constitution, the hydra of 
faction will be in constant operation,endeavoring to 
make its way to power, sometimes by open denun- 
ciation, at other times, by secret intrigue, and al- 
ways by artful approaches. The responsibility of 
public officers is essential tothe due performance 
of their trust, and is demanded by the properties of 
delegated power, and the best interests of the com- 
munity. This council, as constituted, is almost en. 
tirely destitute of this requisite. The political 
tran<juility of the state demands a different arrange- 
ment ofthe appointing power. And I have nohe- 
sitation in recommending a convention for this and 
such other purposes as may be imperatively requir- 
ed by the public welfare. And I do this under a 
full persuasion that the powers of the convention 
canpot transcend the objects committed to their 
cognizance by the concurrent act of the legislature 
and people:—that the land marks of securitv to li- 
berty, property, religion and life, will be inviolably 
preserved and more firmly established; and that the 
measures which will be adopted will have a benign 
influence in preserving the harmony ofthe commu- 
nity and elevating the reputation of the state. 
Your immediate attention in filling up the vacan- 
cy in the senate is required in consequence of the 
position of the United States, in relation to some 
of the powers of Europe. And while it is under 
stood to be at all times the most important to se- 
lect from our most enlightened and experienced 
statesmen for that high trust, it must be admitted 
that it is peculiarly so at the present crisis, whether 
we refer to our foreign or domestic concerns. The 
depression of our manufactures, the disordered 
state of our currency, the diminution of the national 
income, and the derangement of the commercial 
interest, demand the solemn consideration of the na- 
tional government, and the exercise of the best ta 
ients of the country. But when we extend our 
view to foreign relations and consider the points 
which remain to be adjusted with Great Britain and 
Spain, the importance of a judicious selection is 
greatly enhanced. The pacific policy of the na- 


tional administration is entitled to our cordial ap- | 


probationn, for we should be blind to our true in- 
terests were we to embark in hostilities even with 
a feeble power, unlessa measure of this decided 
character is enjoined by considerations essentially 


ulffecting the honor and welfare of the nation. Eve- 
ry year of peace will consolidate our strength, im- 
prove our resources, and increase our population. 
And by the uninterrupted progress of our internat 
improvements and continued cultivation of our pri- 
mary interests, we shall before a long time present 
such a formidable power, that policy will unite with 
Justice in conceding to us, without the application 
of force, all that we ought to require from foreign 
nations, But if, in the mean time, aggressions shall 
be committed of such a character that an appeal to 
the sword is demanded by irresistible considera- 
tions, I trust that there will be an entire union of 
sentiment and exertion in. vindication of the vio- 
lated rights and honor of our country. Nor can I 
conceal on this occasion, the deep anxiety which f 
feel, in a subject now under the consideration of 
the general government; and which is unfortunate: 
ly calculated to produce geographical distinctions: 
Highly important as it is to allay feelings so inauspi- 
cious, and to cultivate the most friendly communien 
with every member of the confederacy, yet J consi- 
der the interdiction of the extension of slavery, a 
paramount consideration. Morally and politically 
speaking, slavery is an evil of the first magnitude; 
and whatever may be the consequences, itis our 
duty to prohibit its progress in all cases where such 
prohibition is allowed by the constitution. Noevil 
can result from its inhibition more pernicious than 
its tolération; and I earnestly recommend the ex- 
expression of your sense on this occasion, as equal. 
ly due to the character of the state and the prospe- 
rity of the empire. ‘he people of the United States 
are distinguished from all other nations by the ex- 
ercise of the right of self government. Every au- 
thority proceeds directly or indirectly from them. 
From the primary assemblies of the people in town 
meetings to the county conventions of the supervi- 


sors or to the municipal authorities of cities or vil- 


lages; and from their representatires in the state 
legislatures, to the delegates of districts or states in 
the congress of the United St: tes, may be distinctly 
seen the legitimate source of all sovereign authority, 
the paramount ascendancy of the people. Seated 
ina country of vast extent, with a fertile soil and 
benign climate, adapted by nature for the display 
of the faculties and energies of man, and holding in 
their hands the destinies of free government, they 
are called upon to present 2 great example for the 
imitation of posterity andthe benefit of the world, 
in the cultivation of religion and morality and the. 
diffusion of knowledge, in the advancement of the 
arts and sciences, and in the promotion of all that 
can confer honor and happiness on nations. 

But if they shall pursue a different course; if they 
shall shut their ears against the warning voice of 
truth, and their eyes agaist the light of experience, 
and rush precipitately upon the rocks and shoals 
which have hitherto shipwrecked the interests of 
the human race; then indeed willthe hopes of pa- 
triotism andthe prayers of benevolence be equally 
unavailing, and the brightest prospects "hat ever 
opened on the world be extinguished in darkness, 
Let usremember that in proportion to the facuities 
with which we have been endowed by Providence, 
| will we participate in this responsibility; and let it 
tbe deeply impressed on our minds that we can ne- 
ver transmit a great example nor an illustrious ve- 
putation to future generations, without cultivating, 
with unremitted attention and primary devotion, 
those cardinal mterests which constitute the hap- 
piness of individuals, and the prosperity of nations, 

DE WITT CLINTON, 





Albany, January 4, 1820, 
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Statistical Articles. 

SPECIFIC APPROPRFATIONS. We have ina letter 
from the secretary of war, an ‘account of monies 
transferred, during the recess of congress, from sun. 
dry specific appPopriations to other specific appro- 
priations, by order of the president of the United 
States, during the year 1819, Cexine also their ap- 
plication,” &c. &c. The following affords a general 
view of the subject-- : ) 

-Spxcrric APPROPRIATIONS. 





From which transferred. amount, to which transferred, 
_ a J . F 

i 200,000 half-pay pensions 

Revolutionary pensions Soanoe ana sonar 


he arm en! 
i! af i 30,000 Ar’ar’ges prior to July 1845 
Balances due certain states d 





30,000 0. 
do. 50,000 Indian depart ment 
Volunteers 24,000 Contingencies, 
Forage 20,000 Subsistence. 
554,000 


UNIIED STATES NAVY. 
The following is an official list of the vessels of 
war of the U. States: 
Ships of the line. 











Columbus 74. | Independence 74 
Chippewa 74 | New Orleans 74 
Franklin 74 | Washington 74 
Frigates. 
Constitution 44) Java 44 
Congress 36 | Macedonian 56 
Constellation 36 | Mohawk 32 
Fulton (steam frigate) 30 | Superior 44 
Guerriere 44] United States 44 
Ships. 
Alert 18 | Louisiana receiving 
Confiance 32 ship 18 
Cyane 24 | Ontario 18 
Erie 18 | Peacock 18 
General Pike 24} Queen Charlotte 14 
Hornet 18 | Saratoga 22 
John Adams 24 | Block-ship Pp 
Brigs. 
Detroit 18 | Niagara 18 
Enterprize 12 | Oneida 14 
Etna none {| Ranger 14 
Jefferson 18 | Raven 14 
Jones 18 | SyIph 14 
Lawrence 20 | Spark 12 
Madison 18 | Spitfire, (bomb) 
: Schooners. 
Asp 2{ Linnet 16 
Corporation none | Lynx 6 
Despatch 2 | Nonsuch 6 
Eagle 12 | Porcupine 1 
Fox 4 | Surprize 6 
Ghent 1 | Ticonderoga 14 
Hornet 6 | Vengeance, (bomb) 
Sloop. 
Lady of the Lake 1| 


OF these, there are on the lakes two ships of the 
line, two frigates, four ships, ten brigs, and six 
schooners. 

Barges, galleys, gun ooats, Se. 
At Sackett’s Harbor, 15 barges, no armament. 
At Whitehall, 6 galleys, 2 guns each. 
At Boston, 1 anchor hoy. 
At Newport, gun-boat No. 95, 
- At New York, gun-boat No. &. 
At Baltimore, 3 barges. ; 
At Norfolk, gun-boats No. 72, 76. 3 
At Charleston, S. C. gun-boats No. 153, 168. 
AtNew-Orleans, Bull-Dog (felucca) 2 guns, and 2 
launches. 

‘nape wiTa Bermupa. A statement of the trade 

between New York and the island of Bermuda, for 





>| work 160,000 





one year ending Sept. 30, 1819, hasbeen submitted 
to the senate of the United States, by Mr. Sandford: 
During the year, 39 vessels cleared at New York for 
Bermuda, of which-only 2 were British. The value 
of their cargoes, (provisions and lumber, ) amounted 
$127,280, and the duties on the goods received in 
return and by other vessels, amvuunted to 116,970; 
shewing that the value of the imports have been se- 
veral times greater than that af the exports. 
Boston ~ Bills of mortality for 1819, from the re- 


cords of the board of health; 


Total number of deaths in the town 
do. at the alms-house and the town’s 


789 


poor, ages and diseases unknown, 192 
Still born, 89 
1070 


Of the 789 above stated, 150 were under 1 year; 
41 between 2 and 5; 38 between 5 and 10; 49 be- 
tween 10 and 20; 125 between 20 and 30; 94 be. 
tween 30 and 40; 72 between 40 and 50; 55 between 
50 and 60; 45 between 60 and 70; 33 between 70 
and 80; 16 between 80 and 90—of thelatter only S 
were males. 

Diseases of the 789—Consumption, 174; infantile, 
147; tever—typhus, 108, pulmonic 46, malignant S52 
—other fevers 33; old age 29; dropsy 23; hydroce- 
phalus inter. 23; dysentery 12; intemperance 1, 
&e. &e. 

Manufactures of Connecticut.—Ata meeting of a 
number of gentlemen from various parts of the 
state who are friendly to the encouragement of na- 
tional industry, jlately held in Hartford—a commit- 
tee was appointed to procure returns from all parts 
of the state, of the present condition of different 
manufacturing establishments;—and although the 
returns are deficient, and many establishments are 
known not to have been reported, yet the follow- 
ing result appears:— 

Cotton.—There are more than sixty cotton manu- 
facturing establishments, containing 50,000 spindles 
—cost, $1,500,000 -- are capable if all were employ- 
ed, of manufacturing: nine millions nine hundred 
and sixty thousand yards per annum, of common 
shirting, and other goods of like quality—of em- 
ploying ten thousand persons exclusive of weavers’ 
—of paying out annually, eight hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, for labor. 

Woolen.—There are thirty-six woolen manufacto- 
ries, (exclusive of five hundred clothier’s shops) 
which are worth at the present valuation, $400,000 
~ these are capable of producing goods at present 
value in the amount of 400,000 per annum—will 
pounds of wool per annum—will pav 
annually, two hundred and eighty thousand dollars 
for labor. 

Iren —This article is not less important than cot- 
ton and woolen. With suitable encouragement (by 
protecting duties) from 4 to 500,000 dollars value 
might be annually made—a great proportion of its 
value would be paid out for the labor in manufac- 
turing. 

Glass, powder, and paper—Returns have been 
made from very towns, but from East-itartford only, 
it appears that the capital employed in these three 
branches amounts to 40,000 dollars.—-}#rror. 

The whale fishery. A vessel which lately arrived 
at an eastern pont, reports the names of fifty-seven 
American ships cngaged inthe whale fishery im the 
Pacific—with the names also of six French ships en- 
gaged in the same business, but evidently com- 
manded by Americans. 

For emMIGrAnts. A very useful little work has re- 
cently been published by Mr. Mellish, of Philadel. 





; 
& 
$ 








Sa a ae, oe 





\ 


gy tng hme 


phia, entitled, «Information and advice to emigrants 


follows: 
In 1817, $200,000 
1818, 200,000 
1819, 400,000 
$800,000 





2 ARSE RE A Rea TS 


‘is $38,259 50 


‘NILES’ REGISTER—JANUARY 29, 1820--STATISTICS. 


$33 





L és ET ong 





= 


Il. English colonial records, including from the 


tothe United States: and# from the eastern to the | year 1664 to 1776, and some proceedings in the city 


western states-- illustrated by a map of the United 
States, and a chart of the Atlantic ocean.” This 
small volume is especially interesting to reflecting 
emigrants from Europe. It isa plain statement of 
facts, more.generally to be relied on than. is to be 
found in any work of the kind that we have met 
with. It corrects many of the rade declarations of 
Mr. Cobbett, and we, believe, represents the things 
which it treats of as they really are. The volume 
ought to be extensively read by those intending to 
emigrate. 

New York. The commissioners of the casal fund 
state their receipts, in 1819, as follows: 
Loan of $175,000. 








Premium thereon of 1 1-2 perct. 2,625 

177,625 
Loan of 200,000 
Premium thereon of 25-8perct. 5,260 

205,260 
Loan of $25,000 at par, 25,000 
Duties on goods sold at auction, 111,319 04 


Do. on salt manufactured in the west- 
ern district, 

‘ax on steam boat passengers, 

To which add the balance in the hands 
of the commissioners, 


54,410 69 
16,412 44 


29,719 24 
$619,746 14 
Payments in 1819. 
‘Yo the canal commissioners, 
For interest on loans, 
For elerk hire, printing and stationary, 


$587,467 09 
38,836 64 
167 37 
$626,741 10 

‘The monies loaned for making the canals, are as 


Wolf bounty, in NM. Y. The amount paid in the iast 
five years in bounties for the destruction of wolves, 
rhe number of wolves destroyed 
is not stated, and we do not know the rate paid for 
them. ‘The greatest amount was paidin Allegany 
county, $5,627 50. In St. Lawrence and Steuben 
from 3,000 to 3,500. In Jefferson and Franklin, 2,177 
and 2,445. 

Revenues and expentitures of the state of N. Y.— 
Summary from the treasurer’s report: 
Balance due the state, Jan. 1, 1819, 
Amount of receipts from that day, 


% 102,994 60 
1,215,438 06 
$1,318,432 66 
$1,209,634 80 





Amount paid since Jan. 1, 1819, 
Balance in the treasury, viz. 
Bills of credit, 1,463 81 
Specie, 107,334 05 





108,797 86 
$1,318,452 66 

New York state records.—A report of the secre- 
tary of siate, relative to the records in his office, 
was transmitted to the senate oh the Sthinst. The 
report is accompanied with a catalogue of the re- 
coris now in. the secretary’s cflice, embracing, 





of New York from 1776 to 1783, | 

III. State records, including from the year 1776; 
to the present period. i 

The report and catalogue occupy forty-three fo- 
lio pages. : 

Mr. Astor’s claim —On the 7th inst. the report of 
the surveyor general of the state of New York, rela- 
tive to the lands claimed by John Jacob Astor, was 
laid before the assembly. The report states that 
Henry Livinestron had been employed, agreeably 
to a concurrent resolution of the legislature in 
April last, to survey the land in question; and that, 
from the survey thus made, the following statement 
shows the quantity of land considered as forfeited 
by Roger Morris and his wife, in the county of Put- 
nam:— 


Great lots Nos. 3, Sand 9, containing acres 50,849 
Deduct ponds of water, 1357 
Highways, 420 
Sold by Morris and wife, 600 

—— 2,377 

Which leave 48,472 


The #mprovements and population are thus stated 
by Mr. Livingston, from his own and others obser. 


vations. 
Acres. 
In lot Ne. 3 are families 75, improved land, 4,600 
5 320, 14,938 
9 129, 7,348 
Total families 524 Improved, 26,887 


Unimproved, 23,692 
Amountasbefore, 50,849 

This report also states, that the surveysand mi- 

nutes of the commissioners originally appointed to 

sell these forfeited lands, are lost; and that itis now | 
impossible to ascertain whether the whole has been 
sold by order of government. The best informed 
people in the county of Putnam, unite, huwever, in 
deciaring their belief, that of the forfeited property 
in that county, the whole hag been sold. 

Port of New York. Report of foreign arrivals in 

the year 1819— 

Total number, 993—viz. 286 ships, 3 barques, 

334 brigs, 2 ketches, 294 schooners and 64 sloops. 

Under the foliowing flags. 

Ameriean—290 ships, 3 barques, 279 brigs, 2 ketch- 

es, 286 schooners, 63 sloops. 

British—15 ships, 33 brigs, 4 schooners. 
French—11 ships, 16 brigs, 3 schooners, 1 sloop. 
Russian— 1 ship. 

Swedish—1 ship, 2 brigs. 

Danish—5 ships, 1 schooner. 

Dutch—1 ship, 2 brigs. 

Rremen—1 ship. 

Hamburg — 1 ship, 2 brigs. 

Total number of passengers—9,442, 

A species of limestone has-been discovered in work- 
ing the canal through the state of New York, and 
since in many parts of the country, so well adapted 
for water cement as to supersede the necessity of 
| importing, as heretofore done, at great expense, the 
principal ingredient of hydraulic mortar. 

Philudelphia. The flour inspected in the quarter 
ending on the 3lst ult. exceeded 130,000 barrels. 





books, maps, parchmenis and papers. They ae Baltimore inspections. Inthe quarter ending the 

divided into the following ganeral heads: 31st ult. there were inspected in the city of Balti- 
J. Dutch colonial records, including from the year | more-~ 

1639 to the year 1664, and part of the years 1673 ;183,929 barrels wheat flour 


and 1674, under governor Colve. 


8.706 halfbarrels de. 
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361 barrels rye flour 
446 casks Indian meal 
2,403 barrels beef 
42 haltbarrels do 
967 barrels pork 
85 half barrels do. 
12,777 barrels herring 
362 do shad ~ 
2,004 do mackere!} 
207 halfdo. do. 

36 barrels codfish 
3,205 kegs butter 
1,879 do. lard 

379 casks flaxseed 
631 casks domestic liquors, large 


8,694 do. do. do. small 
466 do. foreign do. large 

1,141 do. do. do. small 
691 do. ullages 


JNO. HARGROVE, Reg. C. B. 
Baltimore dispensary. This humane institutien 
was founded in 1805, but in that year had only 234 
patients—last year 3987! Whole number from the 
beginning, 30,663—of whom 25,588 were cured, 
548 died—the rest negligent, dismissed, vaccinated, 
&c. It will be well indeed, ifin “these hard times,” 
an establishment which has been so beneficial to 
the poor, is continued with vigor to do good. 
Virernia. A joint committee ofthe legislature 
has reported that the following sums were received 
in the treasury during the year ending the SOth 
Sept. 1819. 
Revenue taxes, of 1818 
Arrearages of taxes 
Clerks of county courts 
Clerks of superior courts 
Notaries public 
Fines, and other monies to the literary 
fund 
Militia fines 
Inspectors of tobacco 
Penitentiary agents 


441,397 86 
16,998 99 
49,332 03 
12,201 OS 

2,942 58 


207,281 82 
26,163 30 
12,833 56 
35,068 60 


Divers persons on sundry accounts 1,257 69 
Subscriptions to a monument to the me- 

mory of gen Washington 4,202 10 
Unappropriated land 2,527 50 
Redemption of land 1,635 15 
Register of the land office 3,233 14 
Board of public works 58,961 22 


Revenue taxes of 1819 
"The balance in the treasury, Sept. 50, 

1818 390,702 95 

The total disbursements made during the same 
time amounted to $1,137,785 40, leaving a balance 
in the treasury on the 30th Sept. 1819, of $133,010 
13. The chief items were as follows: literary fund 
$83,152 61; expenses of the legislatare 104,041 09; 
officers of civil government 90,469 74; interest on 
debts 90,122 36; sinking fund 65,838 77; peniten- 
tiary 58,965 11; manufactory of arms 48,502 53; 
board of public works 66,472 68; criminal charges, 
including guards, and the removing of criminals to 
the penitentiary 40,779 95; commissioners of tlie 
revenue 32,545 22; new assessment 20,175 64; slaves 
executed or transported 16,025, &c. &c. 

The committee report, that allowing to the trea- 


13,055 08 


“ surer every thing that he claims, he is deficient for 


the fiscal year in the sum of $68,557 47. A fur- 
ther deficit is expected in the accounts since the 
30th Sept. 1819. ‘he treasurer tendered his re- 
signation on the 17th inst. 

The register of the land office appears to have 
fully vindicated himself against certain charges— 
and the resolution offered 'in the house of delegates, 





diretting measures to be taken against him, was 
withdrawn. | 

The plague. A Spanish physician named don Se. 
rabino Sola, having obtained permission from his 
government to try experiments in inoculating for 
the plague on some Spanish deserters; he selected 
+ fourteen who were all inoeulated with virus, taken 
from the plague sore of those persons in whom the 
disorder had assumed the utmost degree of malig. 
nity. They each received 12 pricks of the lancet 
in those parts ofthe body where the plague usually 
appears. Oil of olives was administered to them in- 
, ternally and externally. In avery short period, x 
part of those operated upon, experienced some 
slight attacks, and little sores were observable on 
different parts of the body. In a few days they were 
all restored to health. It is to be hoped that this 
kind of inoculation will prove as successful as that 
for the small pox. 


} London. The consumption of sheep and lamks 
in London, during the last twelve months, amounted 
in number to one million, sixty-two thousand, seven 
hundred. ‘The number of horned cattle slaughter- 
ed, was one hundred and sixty-four thousand —and 
by the inspector’s return, it appears, that the nums 
ber of horse hides produced at Leadenhall market, 
amounted to twelve thousand nine hundred. 








=. 


The sea serpent. The Gazette de France con- 
tains an extract of a letter froma Dutch merchant, 
who recently went to America, ‘giving some ac- 
count of the famous sea serpent which has appeared 
on the shores ofthe United States.’ He says, 

“We were sailing with a light wind, the land 
being about six miles distant, when all at once we 
felt a shock which made us think we had struck 
uponarock. We however were soon undeceived 
by seeing above the waves, the head of the greatest 
monster I ever beheld. He raised himself about 
fifteen feet over the surface ofthe water, and, com- 
ing towards us, he glided across the stern of the 
vessel in such a manner as almost upset us. A ca+ 
bin-boy who was near the bowsprit, was overwhelm- 
ed bythe enormous mass. A sailor then advanced 
courageously and fired at the serpent with a car- 
bine, but the ball rebounded from his scales, and ap- 
peared not to make the least impression upon him. 
The animal turning quickly, seized the sailor round 
the middle, and plunged with him under the water 
Our tackle was broken, and our bowsprit almost 
unshipped. While we were occupied in repairing’ 
the damage we had sustained, we again saw the 
monster lying on the surface of the water, but we 
saw our unfortunate sailor no more.” 

This is the most miraculous of all the accounts 
we have had of this monster of the deep. 


“Sports of nature.” A youth 18 years of age, and 
nearly eight fect high, a young lady, 16 years old, 
and seven feet high, and aman 37 years of age and 
thirty-three inches high, were exhibiting at Livers 
pool, about the Ist of December last. 

Produetion of Maine! A child, bornin Maine, on 
the 29th of June, 1817, is now exhibiting at New 
York, which weighs 125 lbs. He is targer than 
either of his parents---three feet seven inches round 
the belly, and three feet one inch high; he is healthy 
and well proportioned 
Grand Isle, ‘This valuable island in the Niagara 
river, ceded some time ago to the state of New 
York, by certain tribes of Indiatis, has been cleared 
of the intruders or “squatters” that had settled 
themselves down upon it. They amounted to about 








20 families. 











